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Lawyer wants Mitterrand as witness 

PARIS (R) — ~ The lawyer defending three Armenian militants 
accused of carrying out a fatal bomb attack at Orly airport two 
years ago said, Tuesday. he wanted to call President Francois 
Mitterrand and two ministers as witnesses. The trial of the three 
members of the Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia (AS ALA) opened Tuesday in the Paris suburb of Cre- 
teu amid strict- security, with police marksmen surrounding the 
courthouse. Six people were killed and more than 50 injured in 
the attack on the Turkish Airlines desk at Orly in July. 1983. 
Lawyer Jacques Verges sajd.he intended calling Mr. Mitterrand 
and the two ministers because he had evidence that the gov- 
ernment had held secret negotiations with AS ALA leaders. The 
. two ministers are Planning Minister Gaston Defferxe. 
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Gromyko criticises U.S. approach 

MOSCOW (Rl — Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko 
Tuesday condemned Washington's approach to superpower arms 
talks next month os light-hearted and hypocritical, saying that if 
the negotiations I ailed the L tailed States would he to blame. In u 
imighly worded election speech. Mr. Gromyko also said NATO 
leaders appeared to be addicted to the arms race. "The light- 
heartedness with which certain circles of Lite USA approach the 
negotiations... deserves in be sternly condemned." he said, rei- 
erring to three -tier arms talks w liich start on March 1 2 in Genoa. 
The tele ran loreign minister said the logical extension ol Was- 
hington's military and negotiating strategy was tliai "the higher 
the weapons stockpiles, i he easier it is m come to terms w iih their 
reduction." Me added: "The hypitcrisy ol such statements cries 
out at you." 
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Iraqi leader receives 
King’s message 

BAG H DAD (Petra) — Iraqi Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein Tuesday 
received a message from His Maj- 
esty King Hussein dealing with the 
recently concluded Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement on a joint 
approach to Middle East peace. 
The message was delivered to Pre- 
sident Hussein by Foreign Min- 
ister Taher AI Masri who arrived 
iu Baghdad Monday. President 
Hussein asked Mr. Masri to con- 
vey to his gee tings to King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan the Regent. The 
meeting was attended by Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz and 
Jordan's ambassador to Iraq. 

Abu Odeh meets 
Howe In London 


LONDON (Petra) — Court Min- 
. ister Ad nan A bu Odeh. now on a 
visit to Britain, met here Tuesday 
with Foreign Secretary Geoffrey 
Howe to brief him on the recent 
Jordanian- Palestinian agreement. 
The two officials also discussed 
the latest developments in the 
Middle East problem. 

Parliamentary team 
returns from Cairo 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation led by 
Lower House of Parliament Spe- 
aker Akef AI Fayez returned to 
Amman Tuesday at the end of a 
week-long visit to Egypt. During 
the visit Mr. Fayez was received by 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak and held talks with senior 
Egyptian officials. In an interview 
with; Jordan Television shortly, 
after his return Mr. Fayez said the 
recently concluded' agreement 
between Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
was among the topics discussed 
during his talks in Cairo, and Egy- 
ptian officials and public voiced 
i heir warm support for the agr- 
eement. 

Ceausescu sends 
message to Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Romania's vice 
president arrived here Tuesday 
with a message from Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceausescu to 
President Hosni Mubarak, the 
Middle East News Agency said. 
The agency said Mania Maniscu 
would hold talks with Egyptian 
officials on developing bilateral 
relations which he termed as 
"excellent.’’ 

Pertini ends 
Egypt visit 

CAIRO. (R) — Italian President 
Sandro Pertini left Egypt Tuesday 
for home after a four-day state 
visit. He left from the Upper Egy- 
ptian winter resort city of Luxor 
where he spent the day touring 
ancient Egyptian monuments, the 
Middle East News Agency rep- 
orted. 

22 sentenced to 
death in Turkey 

ANKARA (RV— A Turkish mar- 
tial law court has sentenced 22 
members of a separatist group to 
death for seeking to overthrow the 
state. The semi-official Anatolian 
news agency said the court also 
sentenced 25 people to life imp- 
risonment at the end of a mass trial 
in which there were 624 def- 
endants.- 
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Prospects for Arab summit reported improving 


Regent receives Fahd 
message on U.S. talks 


By Saiameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan, the Regent, Tuesday received 
Saudi Arabia’s Ambassador to the United 
States Prince Bandar Ibn Sultan, who del- 
ivered him a message from Saudi King Fahd 
to His Majesty King Hussein dealing with the 
Saudi leader’s Middle East talks last week 
with U.S. President Ronald Reagan in Was- 
hington. 

Prince Bandar: a veteran Saudi ‘ Assad in Damascus Prince Bandar 


diplomat, arrived in Amman from 
Baghdad where he delivered a let- 
ter to Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said the letter covered bil- 
ateral issues and the current Arab 
situation. 

On Sunday, the Saudi amb- 
assador visited Damascus on a 
similar mission and said his talks 
with Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad showed the Syrian and 
Saudi leaders shared identical 
views on Arab issues. 

The Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra, which reported the two- 
hour meeting between Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan. aind Prince Bandar, 
did not give details but said it was 
attended by Prime Minister 
•Ahmad Obeldat, Chief of the 
; Royal Court Warwan AI Qasem 
’ and ihe .Saudi ambassador in.Jor- 
. dan. The Saudi prince left Amman 
Shortly after the meeting to an 
undisclosed destination. 

After King Fahd. other Arab- 
leaders including Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak and Alg- 
erian President Chadli Benjedid 
are expected to visit Washington 
within coming weeks in moves 
that are expected to serve to re- 
engage the U.S. in the search for a 
peaceful settlement of the Middle 
East problem. 

Meanwhile, in Riyadh. Arab 
diplomatic sources were quoted as 
saying that the long-delayed Arab 
summit conference will most lik- 
ely be hosted by Saudi Arabia in 
April. 

The diplomats, quoted by the 
Associated Press (AP) Tuesday, 
said chances for convenitq’ the 
summit increased because' Syria 
was "acquiescing.” 

Following his talks with Mr. 


flew to France, where King Fahd 
was on a private visit, and briefed 
the Saudi leader on the talks and 
Mr. Assad's reply. 

The Saudi newspaper AI Sharq 
AI Awsat reported that Prince 
Bandar had spent four hours of 
"excellent” talks with President 
Assad and also met with Syrian 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. 

King Fahcfs talks in Was- 
hington focused on the need for a 
U.S. role to reach a settlement to 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO), meanwhile, agr- 
eed on a joint peace-making str- 
ategy. and the sources quoted by 
the AP said the king viewed this 
as encouraging. 

- - The agreement- has yet . to be- 
endorsed by the PLO Central 
Council and Executive Com- 
mittee — the highest policy- 
making bodies in the organisation. 

The PLO Executive Committee 
was meeting in Tunis to study the 
Middle East peace initiative sig- 
ned one week ago between PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and King 
Hussein, according to the PLO 
news agency WAFA. . 

The meeting, presided over by 
Mr. Arafat, began Sunday night. 
WAFA said. It said political and 
organisational questions involving 
Israeli-occupied territories and 
Palestinian refugee camps in Leb- 
anon also were being studied. Bui 
the agency emphasised ihat ihe 
meeting centred on the Jordan- 
PLO accord. 

Mr. Arafat was in Algeria Sat- 
urday to meet with officials there 
on the accord, but sources said he 
did not see President Chadli Ben- 
jedid during the brief stay. Days 


earlier. I IK vlajoMV King I lu.tsc'ii 
made a similar 'isii in Algeria, 
which has tried in mediate u div- 
ision within the I'L') put-ng sup- 
porter* nl Mr. A ratal agamsi 
Syrian-hacked tairdltaerv 

Diplomats in Riyadh quoted by 
thc AP said that the Palestinian 
question would he the main topic 
of the agenda of the projected 
pan-Arab summit. 

The summit, originally sch- 
eduled to be held in November 
1 983. has failed to get off the gro- 
und because of inter-Arab dif- 
ferences. including Syria's rift with 
the PLO. 

According to ihe Arab dip- 
lomats here, the Iran- Iraq war 
would also be on ihe summit age- 
nda. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have 
been trying to talk Syria into cea- 
-sing its support for Iran against 
Iraq, as a step toward ending the 
52-month-old Gulf war. Syria and 
Iraq are ruled by rival wings of the 
same, political organisation, the 
Arab Baath Socialist Party. 

Jordan was expected to add to 
the agenda the issue of restoring 
Arab ties with Egypt. Arab- 
Egyptian relations were ruptured 
in protest against Egypt's 1979 
separate peace treaty with Israel. 

Jordan last September restored 
diplomatic ties with Egypt, but 
other Arab governments prefer to 
do so only after a unanimous res- 
olution by an Arab summit to ret- 
urn Egypt to the Arab fold. 

In another ''developraeaL the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union met for 
five hours in Vienna Tuesday to 
discuss their differences in the 
Middle East, resuming a sup- 
erpower dialogue on the region 
after a seven-year pause. 

' Chief American delegate at the 
talks. Richard Murphy indicated 
to reporters after the meeting that 
another session would be held on 
Wednesday, but he declined to 
give any substantive comment 
about the meeung. 

"We agreed before that a sta- 
tement would come out of Was- 
hington and Moscow” the AP 
quoted him as saying. 

The Soviet negotiating team; is 
headed by Vladimir Polyakov. 
Mr. Murphy's counterpart in the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry. The talks 
were expected to move to the U.S. 
embassy Wednesday. 

Both sides have imposed a vir- 
tual news blackout on the talks, 
scheduled to end Wednesday. 


Pope-Peres talks fail to 
narrow Vatican-Israel rift 


Israeli ‘agent’ 
killed in Sidon 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Uni- 
dentified men Tuesday killed a 
Sidon resident suspected of col- 
laborating with Israel, reports rea- 
ching here from South Lebanon 
said. 

Nazih AI Zein, who had been | 
labelled a “collaborator” of Israel i 
by Lebanese resistance fighters, ; 
was killed as he drove to work at 8 , 
a.m. (0600 GMT). His relatives I 
responded by staging a gunfire 
protest in the streets, reports said. | 

About four carloads of Zein’s ; 
relatives raced through Sidon's i 
main public squares of Nijraeh 
and Riyadh Solh. shooting sub- 
machine guns into the air. 

Zein’s relatives made three 
shooting runs in the city before 
retreating to suburban . Haret 
Saida neighbourhood to prepare 
for his "funeral after Lebanese 
army soldiers appeared 'on the 
scene. 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
John Paul II and Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 'remained 
committed to differing views on 
the Middle East conflict and on 
Jerusalem after a long and “cor- 
dial” meeting Tuesday. 

Talking to reporters after the 
audience, Mr. Peres said he rei- 
terated that the occupied Holy 
City of Jerusalem would remain 
Israel's “political capital" and the 

Pope would be a “welcome guest” 
iu Israel. 

Speaking to reporters in the 
Vatican's St Damasus courtyard 
after the 40-minute meeting, Mr. 
Peres said he also pledged to the 
pontiff that Israel will “respect the 
religious rights, needs, and exp- 
ectations of all religions” in Jer- 
usalem. 

The chief Vatican spokesman. - 
•Joaquin Navairo later told jou- 


rnalists that while Mr. Peres rei- 
terated Israeli claims on Jer- 
usalem, it was known that the 
Holy See’s position was different 
— specifically its call for an "int- 
ernational statute” to guarantee 
the rights of Christians, Muslims 
and Jews. 

Navarro termed the meeting 
"cordial.” But said the position of 
the Holy See regarding the Middle 
East had not changed. 

The Vatican’s point of view was 
set down last April by Pope John 
Paul and included the point that 
the Palestinian people have a right 
for a homeland. 

Mr. Peres was the first Israeli 
prime minister in nearly 12 years 
to meet with the head of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Mr. Peres said he did not re- 
issue a formal invitation for the 
Pope to visit Israel. 


S. Africa detains six leading activists 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Six. 
prominent anti-apartheid cam-* 
paigners were arrested Tuesday 
on high treason warrants and sec- 
urity police raided activists’ off- 
ices in major cities, police con- 
finned. 

Colonel Vic Haynes of police 
headquarters in Pretoria said the 
six were arrested in the same inv- 
estigation that led to treason cha- 
rges being brought last year aga- 
inSt eight other activists. 

* The ..six arrested in Joh- 
annesburg and Durban were; 
Albertina Sisulu, wife of jailed 
African- National Congress 
(ANC) leader Walter Sisulu, Sam 
Kikmeoftbe South African Allied 
Workers Union; Isaac Ngcobo, 


affiliati on not known, Dr. Ishmael 
Mohammad of the Transvaal Ind- 
ian Congress, and Frank Orikane 
.and Cassim Saloojee, both senior 
officials of the United Democratic 
Front (UDF) anti-apartheid coa- 
lition. 

The names differed from those 
supplied earlier by the law office 
of Priscilla Jana, who often def- 
ends people charged with political 
. offenses. Mrs. Jana’s office later 
said others may have been det- 
ained for questioning rather than 
charged with treason. 

Security police swooped on off- 
ices of the UDF, ths nation’s lar- 
gest anti-apartheid organisation, 
in Johannesburg, Cape Town and 


Durban, seizing some documents 
and banners at each office, UDF 
officials said. 

Police picked up those charged 
at their homes and offices at dawn 
and in the early morning. 

Col. Haynes said the six arr- 
ested Tuesday would appear in 
court in Durban on Thursday. The 
case of the other eight has been 
postponed until March 29. 

The trial of the 14 defendants 
on treason charges would be one 
of the most far-reaching cases aga- 
inst opponents of white-minority 
rales since ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela and seven colleagues 
were sentenced to life in prison in 
1964. 
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Jordan needs more U.S. 
aid to face ‘risks involved’ 
in peace efforts — Shultz 


Saudi ship 
hit in third 
‘Iranian’ 
attack in 
24 hours 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Jet fighters, 
believed to be Iranian, on T uesday 
raided a Saudi Arabian-owned 
ship in the Gulf waters 1 1 6 kil- 
r ometres northeast of Qatar, mar- 
ine salvage executives reported. 

They said the bunkering ship 
Mohammad AI Bakri-10 sus- 
tained "slight damage” inflicted 
by a rocket blast and was able to 
continue its trip. 

The vessel, they said, was on its 
way to the eastern Saudi oil ter- 
minal of RasTanura at the time of 
the attack. 

It was the third attack by war- 
planes in neutral Gulf waters in 
less than 24 hours. 

The 22,000-ton AI Bakri-10 
was raided in almost the same area 
where the Kuwaiti-registered 
cargo ship AI Manakh and the 
South Korean-owned tanker 
Royal Colombo were crippled by 
rockets and cannon fire Monday, 
shipping sources said. 

"The three attacks yesterday 
and today were committed by the 
Iranians, according to reports rec- 
eived here from salvage tugboats 
currently in the Shah Olam area,” 
said one marine salvage executive, 
who refused to be identified. "The 
Iranians attacked with two-inch 
rockets fired by warplane. The 
attacks have caused a lot of con- 
cern because of the Iranians have 
never attacked that many ships: in 
such a short time.” 

The Iranian raids, the first since 
Dec. 26 when the Spanish-owned 
tanker Aragon was hit in the same 
region, were seen here as Tehran’s 
retaliation against Iraqi air raids 
on oil tankers and bulk can-iers 
calling at Iranian ports during the 
past few weeks. 

“We are surprised these (Ira- 
nian) attacks did not happen bef- 
ore.” said the same executive, all- 
uding to 33 Iraqi responsibility 
claims for attacks on vessels since 
New Year’s Day. Only nine of 
these Iraqi claims have been ind- 
ependently confirmed, by shi- 
pping and marine salvage agencies 
along the Gulf. 

• The three atracks brought to 1 2 
the total number of confirmed 
raids on commercial shipping in 
the Gulf by Iran and Iraq. 

Three seamen — one South 
Korean, one Filipino and one Jap- 
anese — were reported killed in . 
the 1 2 raids. 

Radio operators said none of 
the three crippled vessels was 
answering wireless calls, req- 
uested by reporters. 

The Kuwaiti container ship AJ 
Munakh was struck at sundown 
Monday, when the 35,616-ton 
vessel caught fire as a result of four 
rocket blasts, shipping sources 
said. 

One of the AI Manakh’s all- 
Japanese 25 crewmen was rep- 
orted killed and two others were 
wounded in the attack. 

The seaman was the first Jap- 
anese casualty in a ship raid in the 
four-year-old I ran- Iraq war. mar- 
itime shipping executives said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
on Tuesday told- Congress that 
Jordan needs more American aid 
if the Kingdom is to confront the 
"risks involved” in playing a pro- 
minent role in efforts for peace in 
the Middle East. 

"One of the most important 
foreign policy goals of this adm- 
inistration is to help achieve a las- 
ting peace between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours." Mr. Shultz (old 
the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the House of Representatives. 

He noted that Israel and Egypt 
— "our principal partners in the 
quest for peace” — would con- 
tinue to be the largest recipients of 
U.S. aid even though Presided! 
Ronald Reagan's administration 
has yet to decide how much eco- 
nomic assistance to give Israel. 

“Our economic and military 
assistance programmes are nee- 
ded to strengthen Jordan's sec- 
urity and economy, both of which 
are vital to enable Jordan to con- 
front the risks involved in playing 
a significant role in the peace pro- 
cess." Mr. Shultz said. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Hundreds of Palestinian 
students staged a two-hour sit-in 
strike at a university in the occ- 
upied West Bank on Tuesday to 
protest the deportation of a Pal- 
estinian activist, military sources 
said. 

Students at AI Najah University 
in Nablus sat inside and outside 
the campus buildings. Israeli tro- 
ops nearby did not intervene to 
break up the strike, but allowed 
only students to enter the campus, 
the sources said. 

Abdul Aziz AJi Shaheen, who 
was imprisoned for 15 years after 
hc"illegally re-entered” the West 
Bank following the 1 967 W3r. was 
deponed to Lebanon on Sunday 
night. He spent the last three years 
under surveillance in his native vij- 


GENEVA (R) — Israel was con- 
demned in two resolutions ado- 
pted by the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission Tue- 
sday for violating human rights in 
occupied Arab territories and the 
U.N. Security Council was urged 
to impose sanctions on Israel. 

The United States was the only 
country to oppose both res- 
olutions, contending that parts of 
them were “grossly distorting”. 

Britain’s delegate to the 43- 
nation body. Sir Anthony Wil- 
liams. took the unusual step of 
explaining his government’s dis- 
approval of the first resolution 
before the vote. 

“We would have liked to sup- 
port it.” he said, “but tiiis res- 
olution contains even more lan- 
guage either extreme in tone or 
political in character (than last 
year's).’’ 

The commission assailed Isr- 
ael's settlement policy and what it 


The administration is asking for 
SI 1 7 million in aid for Jordan, a 
S5 million increase in the total 
over this year, with a larger por- 
tion of the aid as grams or low- 
interest loans as opposed to 
market-rate interest. 

In his prepared remarks Mr. 
Shultz made no reference to Jor- 
dan's request for advanced wea- 
pons. Such proposals have met 
with strong opposition in previous 
years from congressional sup- 
porters of Israel. 

Mr. Shultz said the adm- 
inistration was recommending "a 
significant increase” to $1.8 bil- 
lion in military grants for Israel 
from this year's $1 .4 billion. 

This, he said, was because *’ fur- 
ther progress towards peace dep- 
ends in part on Israel having suf- 
ficient confidence in its ability to 
withstand external threats, but 
also confidence in U.S. support 
and assistance." 

U .S. officials continue to discuss 
with Israel how the Jewish state 
can best deal with its economic 
problems, he said. 


lage of Daharniya in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Before the war he was a leading 
activist of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) in the Heb- 
ron area. 

A Defence Ministry com- 
munique said Israel deported Mr. 
Shaheen because he intensified 
PLO activities in the Gaza Strip 
after his release from prison in 
1982. 

Mr. Shaheen was the first Pal- 
estinian to be deponed since the 
1980 exile of two West Bank 
mayors and a religious leader. 

On Monday. Palestinians in the 
village of Beilin, four kilometres 
northeast of Ramallah. hoisted 
the Palestinian flag and chanted 
anti- Israeli slogans in protest aga- 
inst the deportation. 


said was the confiscation or dem- 
olition of Arab property in the 
occupied territories, mass arrests, 
ill-treatment of the Arab pop- 
ulation and torture of prisoners. 

The second resolution, on 
which 10 mostly Western Eur- 
opean countries abstained, acc- 
uses Israel of terrorising the Syr- 
ian population in the occupied 
northern Golan Heights. 

The commission called on the 
U.N. General Assembly to rec- 
ommend that the Security Council 
adopt “measures" against Israel 
under the U.N. Charter. 

U.S. delegate Richard Schifter 
said it was inappropriate for the 
commission to give The Security 
Council advice on sanctions. He 
also rejected criticism of the 
“pro-Israeli position” of the Uni- 
ted States in the Security Council 
which the commission said had 
blocked attempts to impose san- 
ctions on Israel. 


AI Najah students protest 
against Israeli deportation 


U.N. human rights group 
urges sanctions on Israel 


Soviet, 

American 

experts 

‘exchange 

views’ on 

Mideast 

VIENNA (Agencies) — Soviet 
and American experts l'uesdav 
began a two-day exchange c»f 
views focussing on the Middle 
East that coincides with a flurry of 
diplomacy over the region. 

The .session, which began Tue- 
sday at the Soviet embassy, rep- 
resents the first direct contact 
between the superpowers on the 
Middle East for more than seven 
years. 

U.S. officials said details of the 
discussions would remain secret 
and it was unlikely a communique 
would be issued at the end of the 
talks although statements might 
follow later in Washington and 
Moscow. 

Officials describe the talks, 
which continue Wednesday at the 
American embassy in the Aus- 
trian capital, as an exchange of 
views on regional problems rather 
than negotiations. 

Although they will focus on the 
Middle East they will also cover 
Afghanistan and the lour- 
year-old Gulf war between Iran 
and Iraq. 

Washington is represented by 
Assistant Secretary of State Ric- 
hard Murphy, the Slate D*rp- 
I artment’s top Middle East expert, 
and Moscow by Vladimir Pol- 
yakov. head of the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry's Near East Division. 

Mr. Murphy is accompanied by 
an official from the National Sec- 
urity Council, which advises Pre- 
sident Reagan on foreign and def- 
ence policy, and another from the 
U.S. embassy in Moscow. Mr. 
Polyakov is accompanied by off- 
icials of similar seniority. 

Diplomats said the meeting ind- 
icated the United States might be 
willing to resume at least a low- 
key active role in the search for 
Middle East peace, dormant since 
U.S. peacekeeping forces were 
withdrawn from Lebanon last 
year. 

U.S. officials said in Was- 
hington last week that the talks 
were mainly aimed at reducing the 
risk of U.S.-Soviet confrontation 
over the Middle East. 

They coincide with a flurry of 
Middle East diplomacy and Wes- 
tern diplomats said last week's 
accord between Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) for a joint approach to 
Middle East peace was likely to be 
discussed. 

Western diplomatic sources 
.said Washington was likely to 
state its terms for attending formal 
Middle East peace negotiations 
with Soviet participation. 

judging from recent U.S. sta- 
tements these would include pre- 
ssure on Moscow to restore dip- 
lomatic ties with Israel and better 
treatment for Jews in the Soviet 
Union, they said. 

An Israeli official said Tuesday 
that U.S.-Soviet talks would not 
contribute to peace in the region 
unless Moscow changed its att- 
itude to Israel. 

He told reporters the Soviet 
Union had to reestablish dip- 
lomatic ties with Israel, broken in 
1967. before it could play a pos- 
itive role in the area. 

So far. he said. Soviet inv- 
olvement in the Middle East had 
"endangered peace.” 

The U.S. would probably bro- 
ach Soviet arms deliveries to 
Libya, which Washington brands a 
“terrorist” state, and urge Mos- 
cow to exen influence on its har- 
dline Arab ally Syria to help rea- 
lise a peaceful solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, 

Mr. Polyakov was expected to 
repeat a call for an international 
Middle East conference of all par- 
ties to the conflict, including the 
PLO. the sources said. 

The U.S. administration has 
cautioned against expecting bre- 
akthroughs in the Vienna talks. 
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2 Home - Middle East news 

Lebanese face delays at 
new Israeli check-points 



QASMIYEH BRIDGE, Lebanon (R) - — As gunfire 
crackled in nearby hills, the villagers shuffled for- 
ward one by one to be searched by Israeli troops at 
this new front-line post in South Lebanon. ■ 


Forbidden to drive cars across, 
they carried suitcases and food 
parcels over a no-man’ s-land of 
gun emplacements and barbed 
wire for questioning by pla- 
inclothes Israeli security men in a 
■ bullet-riddled roadside shack. 

Qasmiyeh Bridge, the Israeli 
army's forward position on the 
coast after its withdrawal from the 
Sidon area last Saturday, was a 
place of anxiety and frustration 
Monday for civilians travelling id 
and out of still-occupied pans of 
the South. 

“The people here are very ner- 
vous because all this is new to 
them," said Mohammad Fawaz, 
an insurance agent travelling 
north to Beirut. “Everybody is 
asking each other what passes they . 
need to get through." 

Israeli troops and commandos 
clash almost daily in the South. . 
The shooting clearly came from a 
nearby Shf He Muslim area inside 
Israel's new line, renowned for 
stubborn resistance. 


In recent weeks Israeli troops' 
have carried out repeated security 
sweeps in Shfite villages, just 
south of-the bridge, in which sev-- 
eral people have been shot dead 
and many arrested. 

Commandos have killed three , 
Israeli soldiers since the Sidon pul- 
lback, bringing Israel’s death toll 
since its 1982 invasion to 621. 

Until Saturday, the coast road 
into the occupied South was con- 
trolled by an Israeli strongpoint at 
the Awali River north of Sidon, 
where travellers could wait days 
and were often turned back if they 
lacked Israeli-issued passes. 

Local people said delays in tra- 
vel would almost certainly inc- 
rease because Israeli troops, sca- 
red of mounting commando att- 
acks, would tighten security 
checks at their new lines. 

Fawaz. a ShPite from Tibnine, 
said that despite the tension Qas- 
miyeh was far preferable to in alt- 
ernative route via the inland mou- 
ntain village of Barer through Fal- 


angist and Druze held areas. 

Travellers often had to bribe 
pro-Israeli militiamen of the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) at 
Bater to. be sure of crossing, he 
said. “With the Israelis, yon don't 
have to give them money, but with 
the SLA you cannot be sure," he 
said. 

SLA men at Bater exact regular 
tolls on traffic as do Druze mil- 
itiamen north of the crossing. 

Further inland ‘from Qasmiyeh, 
traffic had been waiting all mor- 
ning Monday at a newly- fortified 
Israeli front-line position at the 
village of Zifta, west of the ShPite 
town of Nabatiyeh. 

• Wailing motorists read new- 
spapers and ate snacks by the roa- 
dside as Israeli troops and SLA 
militiamen questioned a lorry dri- 
ver. 

A Lebanese Red Cross amb- 
ulance, its emergency lights fla- 
shing and a patient inside, waited 
20 minutes for permission to 
cross. 

An SLA man poking a stick 
between sacks of cement on the; 
lorry said it could not pass. As it 
reversed past the queue, a 'driver 
said: “You can’t argue. They start 
shooting if you do." 


Rabin says pullback 
depends on Syria 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin said Tuesday 
Israel was determined to complete 
its withdrawal from Lebanon des- 
pite mounting attacks on its sol- 
diers, but the timing of the next 
phase would depend on Syria. 

“We have paid heavily and con- 
tinue to pay heavily... We know 
there are still painful days awa- 
iting us. But we will carry out the 
cabinet decision.” to end Israel's 
32-month Lebanon involvement, 
Mr. Rabin told a mostly American 
Jewish audience, members of the 
world council of synagogues. 

In an interview with the Haaretz 
daily newspaper, Mr. Rabin was 
quoted saying he opposed a“ hasty 
pullout" from Lebanon, and add- 
ing: “We will first see what hap- 
pens in the field, how the Syrians 
behave, before we bring the next 
step for a cabinet discussion and 
vote.” 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres' 
government on Jan. 1 4 approved a 
three-stage pullout from Leb- 
anon. Israeli forces carried out the 
first phase Saturday, pulling back 
40 kilometres south of their for- 
mer front line at the Awali River 
north of Sidon. 

The government has not said 
when the second and third stages 
will be carried out, but Mr. Peres 
has said he hopes to complete the 
withdrawal by summer. 

Mr. Rabin's remarks were a 
step back from assessments Sun- 
day that the cabinet could imp- 
lement stage two, a withdrawal 
from the eastern front facing the 
Syrians, within three weeks. 

The remarks also followed a 
sharp upsurge in Israeli casualties 


resulting from Shfite Muslim 
commando attacks. Three Israeli 
soldiers have been killed since 
Saturday, including a senior adv- 
isor to the South Lebanon Army, 
fatally wounded Monday. 

Mr. Rabin reiterated that Israel 
expected commando attacks to 
continue after its troops returned 
behind the international border. 

He vowed to strike at the com- 
mandos if they re-established an 
artillery infrastructure like the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) had before the Israeli inv- 
asion of June 19S2. 

“Even if I will require ree- 
ntering Lebanon temporarily, air 
bombing the area, shelling iL. this 
is going to be our response to pre- 
venting any hope, any attempt to 
return jm, a situation, tbai,. existed 
prior Ho June, 19.82 in Lebanon" 
he said; ' , 

“The Syrians won't hesitate to 
cany out the struggle through the 
last Shfite or Palestinian, but I 
don’t believe the Syrians would 
dare a direct military con- 
• frontation." he said. 

In the newspaper interview Mr. 
Rabin was sharply critical of Leb- 
anese President Amin Gemayefs 
calls to “liberate” South Lebanon 
from Israeli control. 

“This is a serious remark and is 
like turning a back on Israel, for he 
wouldn't be president if it weren't 
for our involvement there,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 

In his speech, Mr. Rabin poi- 
nted to Shfite demonstrations in 
Sidon on Monday and said it sho- 
wed that the Lebanese army could 
not control the country. 


Ali meets 
with Shi’ite 
leader 

BEIRUT (AP) — Former world 
champion boxer Mohammad Ali 
held a private meeting here Tue- 
sday with a Shfite Muslim rel- 
igious leader ,but declined com- 
ment after the session. 

One member of Alf s entourage 
had told reporters that Ali would 
meet with Sheikh Mohammad 
Hussein Fadlallah, an Islamic sch- 
olar who has been linked by Wes- 
tern intelligence agencies with 
radical Shfite groups here. Fad- 
lallah has denied the association. 

But after Ali returned to the 
luxury Summerland Hotel where 
he and his group have been sta- 
ying, his attorney. Richard Hir- 
schfeld, would tell reporters only 
that AJirhpd, ^^peetipg 
. local ,im am."- which, is thejitfcol 
'Shfite* religious leader , r | iq 

A spokesman for Fadlallah said 
that he was out of the country. 

Hirschfeld said the meeting 
“was constructive, but we feel any 
further comment at this particular 
time would not be productive to 
our efforts.” 

The former boxer, who con- 
verted to Islam in 1964. has been 
in Beirut since Saturday on a mis- 
sion to try to secure the release of 
four Americans and a Saudi Ara- 
bian diplomat who were kid- 
napped from the streets of west 
Beirut in the past year. 

The shadowy “Jihad Islamf' 
organisation, or Islamic Holy 
fyar, which is believed made up of 
fundamentalist Shfites. has cla- 
imed responsibility for the abd- 
uctions of the Americans. • 



REGENT VISITS PRIME MINISTRY: His 

Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent. 


Tuesday confers with Prime Minister Ahmad Obe-| 
idat at the Prime Ministry (Petra photo) 


Kuwait elects new parliament today 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait elects a 
new parliament Wednesday amid 
-charges by the emir's brother that 
some candidates depicted their 
Gulf countryas “a lawless land of 
cowboys" to win votes. 

Only 56,848 men, 3.5 per cent 
of Kuwait's 1 .7 million people, are 
eligible to choose deputies for the 
next four-year term of the 50-seat 
National Assembly. There are 231 
candidates. 

Sheikh Fahd Al-Ahmad AJ 
Sabah, quoted Tuesday by the 
English-language Arab limes. 
Rebuked candidates for their cri- 
ticism of government handling of 
the economy, its past attempts to 
alter the constitution, and the 
restricted franchise. 

“There are things wrong, but 
not to the detent claimed by ’can- 
didates. The election manifestos 
of some show Kuwait as a lawless 
land of cowboys," he said. 

. The assembly, the only elected 
parliament in Gulf Arab cou- 
ntries, can influence the rule of the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al-Sabah. by initiating legislation 
and altering government bills. 

Kuwait's economy, hit by lower 
oil prices, the Iran-Iraq war and a 
stock market crash in 1982 which 
left over S90 billion of post-dated 
cheques in default, has been a cen- 
tral issue in the election campaign. 

In an effort to revive the eco- 


nomy, the cabinet this week app- 
roved measures, including steps to 
strengthen the banking system 
and stock market, which dip- 
lomats believe will help to all- 
eviate concero. 

The diplomats expect con- 
servatives mainly supportive of 
the government to again dominate 
the assembly, set up when Kuwait 
gained independence from Britain 
in 1961 but suspended for five 
years in the 1970's by the previous 
emir. 

• Political parties are not allowed, 
but tribal and religious ties pro- 
vide identifiable groups of opinion 
in the assembly. 

A small group of Islamic Fun- 
damentalists provided the opp- 
osition in the outgoing assembly, 
but some supporters believe they 
will be unable to retain a firm foo- 
thold. 

Attempts to amend the con- 
stitution and make Islamic Sharia 
Law the sole basis of legislation 
caused alarm. Fundamentalism 
increasingly has come to be seen in 
Kuwait as linked with intolerance 
in the Middle East. 

Official sources, quoted Tue- 
sday by the Arabic daily Al Ra'i 
Al A am, said all government min- 
isters would tender their res- 
ignation 5 to the emir on Saturday, 
but were expected to remain in 
office until a new cabinet was for- 


med. 

Arab Nationalists, who formed 
an effective opposition in the 
1 970s, are attempting a comeback 
after foiling to make an impact in 
the 1981 election. 

They want a clearly defined 
economic policy and what they 
call a just solution to the stock 
market debt crisis, while opposing 
any moves to amend the con- 
stitution and give the ruling family 
greater powers. 

The government sought ref- 
orms in the outgoing assembly to 
give the emir emergency powers 
when parliament is in recess. But 
the plans were withdrawn after 
fierce opposition. 

Sheikh Fahd. in his remarks to 
the Arab Times, conceded that 
Kuwait's democratic process was 
too. restricted. 

“If we want a true democracy 
such as that at work in the United 
States or the United Kingdom, we 
should allow political and rel- 
igious parties to work freely and 
grant women the right to vote,” he 
said. 

Feminist demands for electoral 
rights have provoked fiery public 
debate. But the demands were 
turned down by the outgoing ass- 
embly and a recent poll showed 
that over half the eligible voters 
also rejected the idea. 
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Libyan paper urges support for E$A, RAF 


TRIPOLI. Libya (AP) — A lea- 
ding newspaper called Monday for 
Libya to arm, train and assist the- 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) and 
Red Army Faction (RAF) as ret- 
aliation against Western countries 
who harbour anti-Qadhafi “ter- 
rorists." the official Libyan News 
Agency JANA reported. 

. “Countries like the United Sta- 
tes, Britain and West Germany 
are blatantly hostile to our peo- 
ple,” said the editorial in AJ Zahf 
AJ Akhadar. 

“The most blatant example of 
these countries' hostile tendency 
against our people is the sheltering 
of terrorists hostile to the rev- 
olutionary and democratic options 
that have been chosen by our peo- 
ple,” said the mouthpiece of the 


Revolutionary Committees. 

The Revolutionary Committees 
are Libyan leader Col. Muammar 
Oad haft's ideological storm tro- 
ops who have vast powers to arrest 
and execute suspected foes of the 
regime. 

Col. Qadhafi has consistently 
denied that his country supports 
terrorists as the United States has 
charged. But he does admit pro- 
viding aid for “liberation forces.” 

The editorial warned that the 
Western countries either “band 
over the criminals hostile to our 
people.- or we will pay them in 
kind and in this case it wUI be their 
own fault and it will be a grave 
loss.” 

The paper accused the three 
countries of providing arms and 


training to the “terrorists” and of 
sending “them to our country for 
acts of killing, assass i nation and 
sabotage.” 

JANA said the editorial app- 
eared under the headline: 
“Baader-Meinhoff: Anytime.” 
The Baader-Meinhoff. also 
known as the Red Army Faction, 
is a leftist. West German terrorist 
group. 

It said the Libyan people must 
also “adopt” the Irish Republican 
Army, which has been battling for 
years to wrest mainly Protestant 
Northern Ireland away from Bri- 
tain and unite it with the ove- 
rwhelmingly Roman Catholic 
Republic of Ireland to the south. 
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Libya to make up shortfall i 
in U.S. aid to Sudan 


BEIRUT (R) — Libya, a strong 
critic of the Sudanese gov- 
ernment. has offered H financial 
assistance in the event of delays in 
U.$. aid payments, the official 
Libyan News Agency JANA said 
Tuesday. 

A Libyan Foreign Ministry sou- 
rce said Libya was displeased with 
what it called U.S. suspension of 
aid to Sudan and would make up 
the shortfall, said JANA, received 
in Beirut. 

The U.S. State Department said 
Monday that some aid for Sudan 
had been delayed while Was- 
hington considered Sudan's eco- 
nomic reform programme, but 
hinted that “encouraging” ref- 
orms could lead to a resumption. 

B ut the department did not con- 
firm a Washington Post report 
that S 194 million in aid payments 
had been suspended. It stressed 
the delays would not affect food 
aid to refugees and Sudanese hit 
by the Saharan drought. 

The Libyan Foreign Ministry 
source told JANA that Libya res- 
ented American' attempts “to int- 
erfere in the religious beliefs of the 
Muslim Sudanese people.” 

“Believing any infringement of 
the dignity and freedom of Arab 
people in any of their homelands 
infringes the dignity and freedom 
of all Arabs, Libya is ready to pro- 
vide aid to Sudan equal to what 
American had been paying,” he 
said. 

He added that the United States 
had set “humiliating conditions... 
to compromise the religious bel- 
iefs of the Arab people in Sudan.” 

The New York Times reported 
that Saudi Arabia, West Germany 
and Britain had joined the United 


States in delaying aid payments to 
Sudan because of the economic 
and political situation there. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has orged . Washington 
to reconsider its decision to delay 
funds for Khartoum, saying it 
would be a mistake for the U.S. to 
suspend aid payments. 

Sudan's President Jaafar Nura- 
eiri in September 1983 introduced 
Sharia (Islamic) Law and some 
aspects of its application. Such as 
public hangings and amputations 
of limbs, have drawn criticism 
from the West. 

In London a British fact-finding 
team said Tuesday distribution of 
relief aid to starving millions in 
Sudan is being hampered by bur- 
eaucracy. 

Dennis Can a van, who visited 
Sudan with a group of British par- 
liamentarians. said there were 
long delays in getting food to 
famine-stricken areas of the vast 
country. 

“Someone should bang a few 
heads together to get things mov- 
ing.” Mr. Canavan told reporters 
at London’s Heathrow Airport. 

Sir Anthony Kershaw, leader of 
the team, said enough aid was rea- 
ching Sudan but logistical pro- 
blems were hitting distribution to 
the country's one million refugees 
and local famine victims. 

He said there were an estimated 
four million Sudanese in danger of 
starvation. 

He urged the British gov- 
ernment to press on with its aid 
programme to Sudan. “The fact 
that we have spent £30 million 
($33 million) so for is not an arg- 
nment to stop there.” 


Curfew imposed on Shi’ite 
villages after 2 Israelis killed 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel troops 
clamped a curfew Tuesday on sev- 
eral Shfite Muslim villages in the 
area of South Lebanon where a 
colonel was killed a day earlier in a 
roadside ambush. Israel Radio 
said. 

The radio said curfews were 
imposed in the area of Aarab 
Salim, four kilometres north of the 
market town of Nabatiyeh. 

Col. Avraham Hido, 41, was a 
senior advisor to the 2,000- 
member . South Lebanon Army 
and' was travelling Monday with 
another liaison officer, a deputy 
South Lebanon Army commander 
and six aides, Israeli newspapers 
reported. 

The military command said 
commandos fired a rocket- 
propelled grenade and small arms 
fire at an Israeli unit Monday. Col. 


Hido jumped from the vehicle, 
returned fire and was fatally wou- 
nded, the newspapers reported. 

Military sources said only that 
troops in the area of the village 
were searching for Col. Hido’s 
attackers. 

Another officer, Maj. Shaul 
Zehavi, 27. was killed earlier 
Monday when a bomb exploded 
next to an Israeli convoy in the 
village of Bazouriyeh, eight kil- 
ometres east of Tyre- 

The attack occurred at almost 
precisely the spot at which a no th e r . 
Israeli soldier, 23-year-old Shl- 
omo Abrumov, was killed Sunday 
tty a roadside bomb. 

Three Israeli soldiers have been 
killed in South Lebanon since the 
Israeli army completed the first 
stage of its three-stage withdrawal 
from Lebanon on Saturday. 


AOSM chief leaves for Arab 


council meeting in Tunis 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
secretary-general of the Arab 
Organisation for Standardisation 
and Metrology (AOSM). Dr. 

Mahdi Hannoush, leaves A mman 
Wednesday forTunis to attend the 
'38th session of the Arab Eco- 
nomic and Social Council (AESC) 
due to be held there from Feb. 23 
until Feb. 27. 


The Arab League has already 
received a memorandum on Jor- 
danian laws and regulations per- 
taining to the marketing of West 
Bank products and Gaza citrus 
fruits. 

Mr. Hannoush will later pay a 
visit to Turkey, upon an invitation 
frqm the Turkish Institute of Met- 
rology. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

■ An exhibition by Mohamma Bailis 
and Jamal Khmayyes. at the Jerusalem 
Hotel. The exhibition includes 104 pla- 
tes representing the Palestinian tragedy. 
Sabra end SbatiUa massacres.- •• 

* A Cultural-Art Festival, at the Hou- 
sing Bank Complex. 

■ An exhibition of plastic arts by Malta 
Syouf at the University of Jordan Lib- 
rary. 

* Korean photo and traditional han- 
dicrafts exhibition. 4:00 p.m. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

* An exhibition about the Jordanian 
fauna and animal life at the French Cul- 
tural Centre (FCC) 

LECTURE 

■ A lecture on the coral reefs of Aqaba. 
6 p.m. at the French Cultural Centre 
(FCC). 

FILM 


* Doctor Matheeldeh Fagnor. 8 p.m. at 
Goethe Institute of Amman. 

TODAY’S EVENTS 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .Tel: 661026/7 

American Cemre 44371 

American Centre library 41520 

British Council 36(47-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute — .............. 41993 

Soviet Cu (rural Centre' '. ; -44203' 

Spanish Cultural Centre ....... 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre :.L 39777 

Haya Are Centre ... .... 665195 

Hussein Youth City .......... 667 1 Rl 

Y.W.CA 41793 

Y.WJtLA. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman Opening hours: 9.00 a.ra. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Ar ch n enln gl ea i mn mrm: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Citadel Hflf). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 pjn. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 us. 
to 4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 
Arpular Life sf Jordi M naenan 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instrum ents, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 aun. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATONAL 
*■ AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport teL (08) 53250, 
where d should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 


dob. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 :30 p.m. 

Lions PMadeiphh Clnb. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7 JO pm. 
PMadetptria Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday inn 
130 pat 

Rotary dab. Meetings every Tuesday 
al the hue [continental Hotel. 2.00 pm. 
Royal AnteawfaBc Chib. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL 816534. 


CHURCHES 

Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, teL 24590. 

Cbratfe of the A— dH — (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Loweibdeb, 37440. 

De la Safie Cfanrefa (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Chnrrh of the 4— rM— (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

AagflcM Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 25383. 
Anmalaa CatfaoBc Chinch Ashrafieh, 
771331. 

Armen ia n Orthodox ChtHth Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
-Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman International Chmtfa (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist Sehooi in Shmebani, 816534. 
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1439 - Cairo (RJ) 

1*49 Kuwait (KU) 

1*49 Jeddah (SV) 

18*9 Baghdad (IA) 

1*30 Kuwait (RJ) 

19*9 Dhahran (RJ) 

29*9 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

29:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

2*39 Sanaa (IY) 

29*9 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

29*5 Cairo (RJ) 

21:19 Baghdad (RJ) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-fine ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Azur 

— Atrazi 

— Eltor 

— Lanka Kanthi 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, TeL 
22324 (six lines) to your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local selllbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 625/ 62.9 

Dutch guilder (11/ 1125 

Egyptian guinea 305.6/ 310 

French franc 40.9 1 41.4 

Iraqi dinar 350.& 356.6 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.2/ 20-6 

Japanese yen (for 100) 158.6/ 1603 

Kuwaiti dinar 1342/ 1349 

Lebanese lira 31.4/ 32.4 

Omani riyai 1183.3/ HQIj6 

Qaiaririyal 113.1/ 113.8 

Saudi riyal 115.9/ 116.4 

Swedish crown 44.7/. 45.2 

Swiss franc 1472/ 148.5 

Syrian lira 33 5/ 34.9 

UAE dirham 112.4/ 113 

UJC sterling pound 451 31 454.6 

U.S. dollar 414/ 416.5 

W. German mark 125.1/ 126.2 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

As the area is affected by a depression, h, 
wiU be dusty, with clouds at different 
altitudes and will be rainy in the nor- 
thern part which will gradually change 
to the centre and other parts of the cou- 
ntry. Westerly fresh winds will be fre- 
shening at times. In Aqaba, winds win 
be southerly fresh and rough seas. 

• Low/high temperature in dgg.C. 

Amman 4/12 

Aqaba . 9/23 

Deserts 4/17 

Jordan Valley 8/19 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 18. Aqaba 27. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 33 per cent, Aqaba 18 
percent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Fintaid, fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue — ..... 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111.37777 

Police headqua r ters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 36381-2 

■Municipal water service 771125-8 

Queen Alia Ini. Airport _ (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. RI38I3-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amo .. 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity; J. Amman _ 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 . 

Malhas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisasi 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Sfaifa, J. Hussein 6671SR* 

AJ-Mnasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali .a. 665292 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

Italian, AJ-Muiiajreen 777101-3 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army* Marks 9161 1 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yussef Sammour 675648 

Dr. Awni Al Hawamdeh 777665 

Mreisb pharmacy ................... 770910 


Al Salam pharmacy .. 

Firas pharmacy 

Nuzha pharmacy 

Jihad pharmacy 


Nayef Abdul Salam 
TAXIS: 

Tank raxi 

University taxi 

Rania taxi 
A&four taxi 
Al Asima taxi 

num) 

Dr. Hamzeh Anaqrch 

Bashar pharmacy 

Dentist: 

Adeeb Ghanma 

ZARyA: 

Dr. Mufeed Dhamra - 

Alwebda pharmacy 

Dentist; 

Akram Jnneidl 

general 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Mmistiy oPTourinn ! 

Hold complaints 

Price com plaints 1 " 

Telephone: ' ' * 

Information 

Jordan and Middle »•»« ^«iic . 

Overseas calls 

Cable of telegram 
Repair service 


-.36730 
666912 
... 30237 
615470 


...21202 

... 23024 
.661001 
25095 
23230 
-93111 


(-) 

- -43743 

.... 75119 


.985416 


7731 II 
7741 1J 
■ 42311 . 
666412 
661176 


11 C ^ 


MARKET PRICES 


UpperibnSer price bi fib per kg. 

Apple (double red) ; 300 1 270 

Apple (golden) 300/270 

Apple (Gluten) -300/270 

■Banana 280/240 


Banana (Muksmmar) . 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Cabbage - 

Chestnut 


Carrot (yellow) .. 
■Carrot (black) _.. 
'Cauliflower „ 
Cncumbsr (large) . 
Cucumber (small) 


...240 / 210 
... 270/230 
~ 230/ 200 
--70/ 50 
-620/580. 


Eggplant [smifl) 

Garlic 

Grapefruit 


.140/120 
.160fl40 
. 70/ 50 
.120/ 90 
210/170“ 
.160/120 
160/ IZ0 
180/ 140 
- 150/120 


Lemon 

(per one) 11Z 

Mallow „ 

Mandarin 

Marrow OargefZU”" 
Marrow (small} _ 

Onion (thy) 

Obion (green) ZZZ..Z 
' (Aba Surra) .. 

OTWftea (Sbammouti) . 

Parsley „ 

T 6 *** (American) __ 

Popper (sweet) ~' 

"PP® (hot green) 
Potatoes (local) „ 

Radishes 

Spinach j— . 

-Tomatoes "" 

Turnip 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Team to study municipalities 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidai has decided 
to set up a special committee to prepare a working paper on the 
condition of municipalities in Jordan. The committee comprises 
the under secretary of the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment, the director of the Cities and Villages 
Development Bank, the dirccior of the Budget Department and 
the secretary general of the Ministry of Planning. 

Cabinet endorses sea safety agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet Tuesday endorsed an int- 
ernational agreement on the safety of life at sea. It also authorised 
, i Foreign Minister Taller Al Masri to sign the agreement on bchait 
ot the Jordanian government. 

Rawabdeh opens two gardens 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'out Al Rawabdeh 
Tuesday opened a “teachers garden" near Samir Rifa'i School in 
Prince Mohammad Street. The garden: set up on a foe-dunum 
area, will be prov ided with facilities for children's games soon, the 
mayor said. The mayor also Tuesday opened a garden adjoining 
Princess Alia Girls School in Jabat Luwcibdch. 

WAJ delegation leaves for Paris 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the Water Authority of 
Jordan (WAJ) left Amman Tuesday for Paris upon an invitation 
from the French centre for external trade. The delegation, headed 
by WAJ Secretary Genera! Mahmoud Tafhouni. will visit a num- 
ber of factories which produce materials related to the work of the 
, authority. 


Health team to attend Nairobi conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Health will participate in the 
conference marking the end of the United Nations International 
Decade for Women, due to be held in Nairobi during July. The 
ministry will present a working paper on health services provided 
to women, especially to pregnant women and nursing mothers. A 
team of doctors and specialists, headed by Dr. Mohammad Bas- 
hir. will represent Jordan at the conference. 

An, crafts fair extended 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An arts and crafts fair has been extended to 
end on Thursday Feb. 2X to allow more people to see the items on 
display, according to an announcement by Mr. Mohammad Abu 
Zaid. the fair's director. He said that the extension came in 
response to requests by the public and in view of the influx of 
people visiting the fair. The decision is expected to allow people 
Irom outside Amman to come to the fair which was organised by 
the Housing Bank in cooperation with the Haya Arts Centre and 
the Jordan Artists Association. Mr. Abu Zaid said. 

Court sentences hashish smoker 


AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Ibrahim 
Mohammad Mahmoud Abdul Wahid to six months in prison for 
smoking hashish. The military governor has endorsed the sen- 
tence. ■ • *■■■'' 

•' •: ■ ' - ;B"d 



MOHAMMAD VISITS ARMY CORPS: His 
Highness Prince Mohammad, the personal rep- 
resentative of His Majesty King Hussein. Tuesday 
made an inspection visit to the headquarters of the 
artillery corps and a number of units. He watched 


training exercises by army units and heard a bri- 
efing by their commanders on the training pro- 
grammes. Later. Prince Mohammad visited a field 
air defence unit and was briefed on its training of 
troops and the weapons used. (Petra photo) 


Southern Jordan Valley area receives 
agricultural, social development projects 

KARAK (Petra) — The southern Al Sat i District Director Yousuf water to villages 
pan ot the Jordan Valley, where Adaileh. road. 

00 per cent of the inhabitants He told Jordanian News Age- The authority lui. 
work in agriculture, is receiving ney. IVira. that the Jordan Valiev lor bo .vs and girls, 
considerable attention from the Authority fj\ AJ isvuncmiv exe- medical dimes 

government, according to Ghor cmine a large-scale project lor the centre at Ghor Al S 


Abdul Jaber 
reviews lead 
pollution report 

AMMAN (Petra) — A report on 
lead pollution in Jordan was dis- 
cussed Tuesday at a meeting held 
under the chairmanship of Min- 
ister of Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment Tayseer Abdul Jaber. 

The report was prepared by an 
ad hoc committee comprising nine 
members representing the Social 
Security Corporation, a battery 
factory, the Health Ministry, the 
University of Jordan and the occ- 
upational safety institute. 

The committee, which started 
work on the report in 19SI, has 
been formed to discover sources 
of pollution and suggest ways to 
combat them. It was also ent 
rusted with following up the imp- 
lementation of recommendations 
dealing with medical exa- 
minations and laboratory teak for 
workers and ways Cos the .use of 
protective material' againsT.inj- 
uries and to curb factory pollution. 


Al Safi District Director Yousuf 
Adaileh. 

He told Jordanian News Age- 
ncy. Petra, that the Jordan Valley 
Am horny fj\ A I >% vurTcmjv exe- 
cuting a large- scale project lor the 
irrigation ol ihc-somh ot the Jor- 
dan V alley winch aim 1 * to develop 
agriculture in that aica. 

He said the project, which emp- 
loys modern irrigation systems, 
will help the reclamation nt land 
tor fanning. 

Mr. Adaileh said that J VA has 
allotted plots of irrigated land for 
farmers to establish their farms 
and to build their homes on. 

He said that while Mime people 
in remote areas still drink water 
from running earth-channels, the 
authority has supplied some set- 
tlements with piped water and is 
using water tanks to transport 


water to villages accessible by 
road. 

The authority has built schools 
lor hoys and girls, teachers hos- 
tels. medical clinics and a medical 
centre at Ghor Al Safi in addition 
to medical services provided by 
the potash and other companies 
operating in the area, he said. 

Mr. Adaileh said that social, 
health and education dev- 
elopment in the region and the 
prov ision of roads, electricity and 
water is attributed to the est- 
ablishment of the poLash project. 
Lhc irrigation and the dev- 
elopment of the valley. 

Municipal and village councils 
in the region have completed the 
opening and asphalting of many 
roads in their areas, while the 
municipality of Ghor Al Safi has 
completed the building ol a com- 
mercial centre, he added. 


UNEP expert lauds Jordan’s 
protection of the environment 


AMMAN ((Viral - A visiting 
specialist in mi the 1 niled Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP) lias paid tribute to Jor- 
dan for the role *i plays in coin- 
bating pollution and protecting 
ihe environment. 

Abdul Rahman Abdullah, 
who is v foiling Jordan in the course 
ol a tour of Arab states and Asia. 


said that the department of env- 
ironment together with mun- 
icipalities around the country and 
othcrorganisations in Jordan have 
been cooperating in this respect 
and (lie results are exemplary. 

Jordan has hosted several sem- 
inars dh the environment ih which 
more than 50 research projects on 
the subject were reviewed • 


French centre displays abundant, varied Jordanian wildlife 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The French Cultural 
Centre, under the active dir- 
ectorship of Mr. Bourdais. has 
over the last few months staged a 
series of unusual and often ext- 
remely interesting exhibitions. 

Vjheir latest offering however, 
which opened yesterday Tuesday, 
is perhaps the best yet as it gives 
v ia live and stuffed examples, an 
idea of some of the different types 
of the abundant, yet generally 
little-known about wildlife that is 
found all over Jordan. 

Held in cooperation with Yar- 
mouk and Jordan Universities, the 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature, the Ministry 
of Tourism and the Aqaba Marine 
Science Station, the show is div- 
ided into four sections w hich show 
some of the mammals, reptiles and 
birds found in the differing env- 
ironments of the Jordanian desert, 
the Azraq oasis. Aqaba and the 
Jordan Valley. 

c ! Aquarium 

Although all the sections arc 
rivetting — children would esp- 
ecially enjoy the displays — the 
highlight of the exhibition must be 


the aquarium in which swim a few 
of the many thousands of different 
species, vertebrates and inv- 
ertebrates. found in the waters of 
Aqaba. Set up by the Marine Sci- 
ence Station under ihe superv ision 
of Dr. Jean De Vaugelas. it con- 
sists of an exquisite arrangement 
of living, hard, reef building types 
of coral, in and out of whose cre- 
vices and fingers darts a black and 
white damsel fish, a richly col- 
oured rainbow wrasse, a trigger 
fish, a butterfly fish, the poisonous 
chicken fish with its array of 
brown and white tentacles, a small 
crab, a coral shrimp who obl- 
igingly remov es the parasites from 
the gills of fish, and last of all a 
small but rather vicious-looking 
moruy eel. 

■As well as setting up beautiful 
aquariums for educational pur- 
poses - - their permanent aqu- 
ariums in Aqaba have become one 
of the sites to see — the Aqaba 
Marine Science Station, which was 
founded in 1^73. has many other 
important roles. One is to study 
the effects of pollution on the reef 
and how to combat it. to research 
on 'the coral reef environment of 
Aqaba and how it differs from 
coral reefs in other parts of the 
world, particularly those found in 
the Pacific and the Caribbean, and 
to give advice on coastal man- 


agement. 

Desert birds, animals 

The task of setting up the rest of 
the exhibition was that of Darwish 
Shu' fie from the Natural History 
Museum at (he Yarmnuk Uni- 
versity from where all ihe exhibits 
were drawn. Set us realistically as 
possible among stones and sand 
representing the arid environment 
of the desen are such desen living 
creatures as the jacket, the hare, 
the small Ethiopian hedgehog, 
and gcrbils. The resident birds of 
the desen arc represented by the 
sand partridge, the vulture, the 
Mack w heater, the horned and 
crystal lark and by the unique Tri- 
sum’s Crackle which exists only in 
South Jordan and Palestine. Very 
little is known about this rare bird 
except that it nests high in the 
rocks with one life-long panne r. 
feeding off the ectoparasites of 
large r mammals such as the camel. 

As well as many different types 
of lizard of which only the spiny 
tailed lizard- and the chameleon 
are shown, there are manytypesof 
snakes, both venomous and 
non-tennmous. which live in the 
desert. On display in glass boxes 
are two small but very poisonous 
species of the Cerastas Cerastas 
family and another non-poisonous 



The kestrel, found in Ihe Ghor and (he surrounding mountains, can be 
seen at the wildlife exhibition. 



Some of the varied and beautiful fish species found 
{a (be Gulf of Aqaba can be seen at the aquarium 
section of an exhibition of Jordanian wildlife at the 


French Cultural Centre. Top left. Damsel fish; top 
right, six-line Grouper: bottom left. Angel fish; bot- 
tom right. Big Eye fish. 


snake called a Malopian. Both 
types look very similar but ii von 
look closely — something you 
wouldn't really care to do if you 
came face to face with one out in 
the open — you can see that the 
poisonous snakes have more tri- 
angular shaped heads, thinner 
necks and cat-like eyes. 

Azraq oasis 

With 2X5 different species of 
birds either resident there or just 
passing through, the Azraq oasis 
receives more migratory birds 
than any other place in the world. 
The most spectacular migratory 
species must be the stately night 
and grey herons and the int- 
ernationally protected white 
stork, examples of which are all on 
show. Some species of birds that 
were once migratory — like the 
coot, the moorhen and the lap- 
wing have now become residents 
at the oasis. 

The mammals found around the 
oasis are also rather more spe- 
ctacular than those found in the 
desert, hardly surprising since the 
latter have to endure a harsh and 
dry environment. Striped hyenas 
and Arabian wolves can still be 
seen whereas the once numerous 
dorcas and reem gazelles. like die 
Arabian oryx exist only in the 
Shumcri Wildlife Reserve. In ano- 
ther glass box in this section lurk 
two small but formidable cre- 
atures — a ycllo* and a black sco- 
rpion. 

In the Ghor and the sur- 
rounding mountains many more 


mammals can be seen like the 
mongoose, the wolf, the badger, 
the European hedgehog — bigger 
than its desert relative — and tor- 
toises. There arc also many type* 
of more familiar birds like the 
common sparrow, the ubiquitous 
starling and pigeon, the gull, the 
barn owl. the partridge and the 
kestrel. 

Reptiles also abound in this 
area, like the large desert monitor 
whose liver the bedouins use as an 
antidote to snakebite with good 
results. However, it would pro- 
bably provide little protection aga- 
inst the bite of the Viprea Palestina 
whose venom is so lethal it usually 
proves fatal within minutes. 

Supporting the displays of these 
stuffed mammals, reptiles and 
birds are large coloured pho- 
tographs of the ajnimals os they are 
seen in the wild along with dis- 
tribution maps. 

Complementary lectures 

During the course of the exh- 
ibition which runs until March 2. 
several lectures wilt be given. On 
Wednesday Feb. 20 at 6 p.m.. Dr. 
Jean dc Vaugelas will be talking 
about the corals at Aqaba. On 
Saturday Feb. 23 at 6 p.m. Dr. 
Ahmad Disi from the University 
of Jordan will deliver a lecture on 
the fauna and hiolop of Jordan, 
and on Wednesday. Feb. 26 at 6 
p.m. Mr. Pierre -Francois Maz- 
eaud will talk about the biology 
and medical importance of sco- 
rpions and snakes. 


Trade minister opens; products fair in Manama 


Land-sea link between 
Jordan, Egypt to open 
in April, Anani says 


DUBAI (J.T.) — A land-sea route Unking Jordan 
with Egypt will be opened in April as a first step 
towards launching joint economic ventures. Min- 
ister of Industry and Trade Jawad Al Anani was 
quoted as saying in Dubai Tuesday. 

He said that the new route will generators, the minister added, 
later be linked with the Gulf reg- Dr. Anani said that the two 
ion and all Arab states in Asia and countries will establish two 
will form a bridge for economic Jordanian-Egyptian joint corrj- 
cooperation between these cou- panies that will organise maritime 
ntries. thus contributing towards transportation between Aqaba 
their development. and Nuweibie ports. Both ports. 

The minister told Al Bayan lying about 70 kilometres apart, 
newspaper here that Jordan will will be greatly developed for this 
also be linked with Egypt through purpose, the minister pointed out. 
an electric network in Sinai after a In the interview. Dr. Anani cal- 
hugc power station will be est- led on Arab countries to increase 
ablished to generate 1.200 meg- and bolster trade cooperation 
awaits annually, more than double between them, and invited bus- 
Jordan's present power needs, incssmcn from Arab and foreign 
This station will produce cheap countries to _ invest in Jordan, 
electrical power because coal will which offers incentives and guu- 
bc used instead of oil to drive its rantees profits under very gen- 


erous terms, he said. 

Talks In Bahrain 

Dr. Anani. who went. to Bahrain 
from Abu Dhabi on his current 
tour in the Gulf. Tuesday opened 
a five-day exhibition ot Jordanian 
products in Manama. Later, he 
held talks with Bahraini Minister 
of Industry and Development 
.Yusuf Ahmad on promoting bil- 
ateral trade, the exchange of exp- 
ertise in industry and tourism. Fol- 
lowing the talks Dr. Anani said 
that the two sides agreed to exc- 
hange exports of aluminium, oil 
products and fertilisers. 

Dr. Anani lalpr met with Bah- 
raini Prime Minister Sheikh Kha- 
lifa tbn Salman A! Khalifa and 
said later that they reviewed bil- 
ateral relations and ways to bol- 
ster cooperation between Jordan 
and Bahrain in trade and eco- 
nomic fields. 


Almost everything you want (or need) 
to know about Jordan’s finance sector 

n r y, Swr „ Jordan. 

Shair Management Senses. Amman. Jordan ( 1 9X4), -6- pp.. JL> J receSsion ' h;il slin dominates ,he 


By Rami G. Khouri 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For a country with 
such a proficient, well staffed pri- 
vate sector. Jordan has produced 
relatively few in-depth studies 
that offer an independent analysts 
of major sectors of.thc national 
economy. 

The pattern (hat has long per- 
tained m Jordan is that major eco- 
nomic studips arc produced cither 
by the government, by local or 
foreign academics, or by foreign 
bodies such as the World Bank, 
the IMF. foreign lending agencies 
or the embassies of foreign gov- 
ernments that have contributed 
substantially to Jordan's' dev* 
elopmeni effort. 

A new study of the Jordanian 
Financial sector recently published 
by the local firm of Shair Man- 
agement Services suggests that 
Jordanian private companies have 
a major role to play in providing 
in-depth, independent analyses of 
the economy. The country could 
well use more such independent 
analyses, to spur the debate about 
trends in social-and economic dev- 
elopment. 

The Shair study, entitled "Fin- 
ancial Sector in Jordan." is the 
most comprehensive 1 study yet- 
published about the banking and 
finance system in Jordan. For 
anyone seriously interested in an 
overview of the financial sector 
and its recent growth and div- 
ersification during the past dec- 
ade. this is the best starting point 
that I know of. 

This is largely a quantitative 
piece of work, tracing the growth 
of the financial sector in terms of 
both the sheer volume of business 
and the growth in the number and 
new kinds of institutions that have 
emerged onto the local scene in 
the past decade of olten hectic 
economic growth. 

More analysis needed 

One would hope that future edi- 


tions of the study would include 
more analysis to explain the rea- 
sons behind the trends that have 
taken place. Serious students of 
the financial sector would also 
benefit from a greater treatment 
of external factors that directly 
effect the local financial sector 
(such as monetary policies in the 
Arab oil-producing states and 
their effects on the remittances of 
Jordanians abroad, effects of 
non-financial sectors such as real 
estate, the role of tax policy in inf- 
luencing savers and borrowers, 
how international interest rates 
influence the policies of local 
banks and large investors, and 
foreign exchange movements in 
.the major international cur- 
rencies). 

Despite these comments. I 
would recommend this study to 
any economist, student, economic 
journalist or business person who 
deals seriously with the Jordanian 
banking and finance sector. At JD 
3X, this study is obviously aimed at 
a specific market of business peo- 
ple and serious students of the 
economy. 

“-r 

BOOK REVIEW 

The study starts with an ove- 
rview- of the Jordanian economy, 
tracing the pattern of growth and 
reliance of local resources since 
1973. the balance of payments, 
and public finance. 

It then discusses “the fra- 
mework. of Jordanian monetary 
policy" in chapter two. looking 
particularly at trends in the money 
supply. 

Chapter three looks at the 
growth of the commercial and 
merchant banking system and the 
Jordanian capital market, which 
grew about ten-fold during the 
past decade. There arc some good 
analyses here of the Central 
Bank's increasingly int- 
erventionist monetary policies 
during a decade that saw alt- 
ernating years of rapid growth, a 


brief slowdown, resumed growth, 
and finally a relatively sustained 
recession that still dominates the 
economy today. 

Particularly useful in this cha- 
pter arc tables the Shair Man- 
agement Services team compiled 
on the consolidated profit and loss 
statements ot local and foreign 
commercial banks and merchant 
banks in Jordan. These tables, 
unavailable anywhere else as lar 
as 1 know, provide a handy means 
to compare the market shares of 
Jordanian and foreign banks. 

Chapter four deals with the lar- 
gely stale-run specialised financial 
institutions, tracing their absolute 
growth and their lending to dil- 
fereni sectors ol ihe economy. 

Chapter five analyses the 33 
insurance companies now ope- 
rating in the country, nnd the elf- 
ccts of the recent changes in the 
law governing them. 

The last chapter discusses the 
development of the Jordanian 
stock exchange, formally known 
as the Amman Financial Market. 

Useful tables 

There arc also sonic more use- 
ful tables at the end of the study, 
providing a convenient com- 
parison of ail the sub-sectors that 
make up the entire Jordanian fin- 
ancial sector, and thereby pro- 
viding a quantitative measure lor 
the entire financial sector, inc- 
luding the local, foreign and 
state-owned hanks, the insurance 
companies, the real estate dev- 
elopment companies and the stock 
exchange. 

The study draws heavily on the 
statistical information prov ided in 
the monthly bulletin published by 
the Central Bank ol Jordan, tho- 
ugh there are some extremely use- 
ful new tables that have been pai- 
nstakingly compiled by the Shair 
Management Sen ices team. 

This is one of a series of new 
studies that the Shair company has 
produced on different sectors m 
the Jordanian economy. Other 
studies treat ihe goods transport 
(trucking) sector, and the con- 
struction industry. 


SPECIAL SYSTEMS CO. 


Is now marketing the followin g J_ =-^ i?i a 


Lr.^^-^systems^fc 


— IBM PCjr. 

■ — IBM Arabic/English PC, XT^AT 


— IMM System 36 


Saris s/1 



Plus a multitude of Arabic and English software in ? 
business management, education and entertainment/ 


Call 664221 

or visit our showroom, Jaw ha rat Amman Bldg., 
Shme'tsanl for a demonstration today. 
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Desperate, again? 

IT IS almost universal truth these days to say that the United 
States must play a more active role in the Middle East if current 
diplomatic moves are to lead to renewed hopes for Arab- Israeli 
peace talks. We are intrigued, but not folly convinced, by this 
view. 

For as long as the Arab- Israeli conflict has existed, the Arab 
leaderships have consistently called for a more “balanced’' 
American policy in the Middle East as the essential prerequisite 
to promoting more realism and flexibility in Israel. The evi- 
dence tends to suggest precisely the opposite. 

Except for the freak episode in 1956/7 when the United States 
more or less ordered -Israel to withdraw from the occupied 
Sinai, American policy in the Middle East has generally been 
moulded by the combination of Israeli dictates, and the pre- 
ssures of Israel’s lobbies and friends in tbe United States. 
Rarely has the United States done anything that could be 
construed as being critical of Israel, or against Israeli interests. 
When this has happened, it has usually been a temporary, 
symbolic act of almost no political substance — such as “sus- 
pending” arms deliveries for a few months. 

It could be argued by folks more naughty than ourselves that 
whenever the United States became actively involved in Arab- 
Israeli diplomacy, the scene was set for a future catastrophe for 
the Arabs. We are therefore puzzled to bear so many Arab 
voices today again calling for an enhanced American role in the 
region. Are the Americans perceived as a substitute for Arab 
and Israeli clarity on peace positions, or a complement to 
them? 

The Americans are a problem, to be sure. But the real 
problem is in the Israeli mentality that refuses to recognise 
Palestinian rights to self-determination, and views the Middle 
East only in terms of its own military security. Unless we can 
induce a change in Israeli thinking, Milling on the Americans to 
help looks rather like a desperate and futile move. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Vatican knows, Israel well 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Shimon Peres has gone to the Vatican 
hoping to persuade Pope John Paul to establish relations with the 
Zionist state. We are really surprised at what Israel is nying to 
achieve, knowing well that its actions and crimes have been con- 
demned by most world nations and the Vatican itself. 

It should be emphasised that the Pope realises the real situation 
now prevailing in the occupied Arab territory and knows all about 
the organised terrorist actions waged against the Islamic and Chr- 
istian people there and the measures being taken to evict the rem- 
aining Arabs from their homes in Palestine. The Vatican believes 
that the land of Palestine is holy and should serve as an oasis of 
tolerance and affection among all human beings, and has no doubt 
realised that Zionism was trying to transform this land into an arena 
of hatred and criminal actions. 

The Vatican realises the dimensions of Israel s inhuman actions 
against the people of the Arab land, the torture of innocent civilians, 
the domolition of homes and the eviction of inhabitants from their 
homes. 

The Vatican is well-advised about the massacres of Sabra and 
Shatila. Deir Yassin and other areas of occupied territory, and. above 
all, realises that the whole Middle East question, which has been the 
source of world tension for so long stems from the Palestine problem. 
This is reason enough for us to believe that the Vatican will never 
condone Zionist actions and reward Israel with recognition. 

Al Dustour: Can Peres answer European 
leaders’ questions? 

THE CURRENT tour of Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres in 
Europe and his talks in Rome and in the Romanian capital with 
leaders there indicate that Israel has begun a campaign to counter 
one launched by the Arabs to achieve peace. Whereas the Arabs 
have met with understanding and sympathy in many of the world’s 
capitals for their endeavours, the Israeli premier is not likely to make 
any success if he insists on presenting the same political cliche to the 
European leaders. 

Peres is sure to tell his hosts that Israel is willing to hold peace talks 
with each Arab state without prior conditions and hopes throQgh this 
declaration to win more support for his stand and to show the Arabs 
as the party which rejects peace bids. But. in fact. Peres will find it 
difficult to convince these hosts of his views because they will be 
asking questions which would make it impossible for him to answer. 

Among these questions are: Why does Israel reject the idea of 
convening an international peace conference under U.N. supervision 
to try to achieve peace? Why does Israel continue to build set- 
tlements on Arab territory and pursues a policy of torturing Arabs 
and evicting the local inhabitants from their homeland? Why does 
Israel reject peace proposals like the one offered by President Rea- 
gan and continues to deny the Palestinians their right in their hom- 
eland? 

It is indeed difficult for Israel to market its views in Europe and. 
therefore, the Arabs have a duty to make every possible effort to 
thwart Israels attempts which contradict the logic of peace. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Superpowers would discuss 
international conference 

THE IDEA of an international conference on the Middle East has 
won support from many world nations and is only opposed by Israel 
and the United States. This idea, which was the brainchild of the 
Soviet Union, will certainly be one of the topics to be tackled by the 
superpowers at the Vienna meeting opened Tuesday. 

Although an American spokesman had described the Vienna mee- 
ting as one for exchanging views, yet it is illogical to believe that the 
two nations would only be satisfied with that exchange of views and 
that they would allow world tension to persist without doing anything 
about the many problems that cause this tension. 

No doubt the Middle East question is one of these causes of tension 
and it is certain that the superpowers had exchanged views about the 
issue so often that they have found it was time to do something about 
it, because this issue threatens world peace and security. 


Why blame Islam for injustices to 



By Musa Keilani 


UNIVERSITY GRA- 
DUATES have always played 
a vital role in reshaping Arab 
societies. Often they cultivated 
positive trends, sometimes 
they restructured certain cou- 
rses and all the time they rej- 
ected obsolete values and neg- 
ative customs. The pioneering 
role they played is well rec- 
ognised by the people since this 
nation broke the shackles of 
foreign rule and its tra- 
nquflUsing impact on all asp- 
ects of energising tra- 
nsformation. Arab graduates 
have always been the nucleus 
of a driving force blueprinting a 
new society to come. They 
were the ones who fonned 
underground political societies 
and the ones who championed 
the liberation movements and 
the struggle for independence. 

The graduates’ conference in 
more than one Arab country 
was the cornerstone in ach- 
ieving their countries’ ind- 
ependence and their people’s 
political rights. 

Arab women have always 


contributed their share within 
the general contest of a lib- 
eration movement. This week 
Jordan hosted a seminar spo- 
nsored by the “Arab Women 
Graduates” . The repercussions 
created by this seminar are ref- 
lected in tbe heated debates 
published by the Arabic dailies 
in Amman. Dr. Izzat Al Azizi, 
from Yarmouk University, and 
Mrs. Toujan Faisal from the 
Arab Women Graduates exc- 
hanged heated arguments reg- 
arding the umfa topic of this 
seminar. The main issue is 
Islam and the status of women. 
How far Islamic are the laws, 
by-laws and statutes governing 
the family life, divorce, mar- 
riage and polygamy. The Tun- 
isian delegation defended Isl- 
amically the Tunisian exp- 
eriment in banning officially 
polygamy. Other Arab del- 
egations defended a wife's 
right to divorce her husband, 
quoting Islamic precedents 
from the Sharia’ a and tra- 
dition. The Arab Women Gra- 
duates were tactically mas- 


terful in manipulating the sup- 
port and mobilising tbe bac- 
king of some highly respected 
■ Sharia' a professors and muftis. 
All participants admitted the 
miserable sufferings of Arab 
women and the need to redress 
the injustice they have been 
enduring for centuries. 

But the fact remains that the 
injustices to Arab women is not 
a Koranic dictum or a pro- 
phet’s order. It is the outcome 
of certain economic, social, 
political and psychological 
conditions. Those socio- 
economic conditions are not 
confined to the Arab World 
but to Latin America. India 
and many “Third World” cou- 
ntries. Those evils did not ori- 
ginate in Islam. If a reform has 
to be implemented.the roots of. 
those socio-economic con- 
ditions have to be eradicated. 
At tbe root is poverty, which 
‘makes an Arab incapable of 
feeding and clothing his family . 
properly while few individuals 
are enjoying all privileges. At 


the root is the political rep- 
ression which denies an ind- 
jvidnal his basic rights. A vic- 
tim of such a suffocating atm- 
osphere is incapable of creating 
an amicable . relationship of 
love and mutual respect with 
bis wife. His frustrations find 
an outlet at home when he ret- 
urns home carrying with him 
his disgrace and wounded 
pride. Socio-political rep- 
ression renders a man inc- 
apable of love, sympathy and 
tenderness towards his wife 
and children. It is the same 
socio-economic factor which 
makes a woman endure a hus- 
band’s tyranny, cruelly and 
rough treatment because she 
knows that life without a bread 
winner ft more miserable, 
cruel, and degrading. 

The humiliation of Arab 
women has nothing to do with 
Islam or the Koran. The pro- 
phet says unequivocally: “The 
best among Muslims is he who 
is best to his wife,” (Tirraizi col- 
lection of Nabawi hadith). 


Islam in the sixth century ele- 
vated women into a high plane 
of being not cherished by other 
women in Europe, Persia, Asia 
or Byzantium. The Holy Koran 
specifies, “consort with them in 
kindness" (4:19). When pre- 
Islamic society denied a 
woman her status as an equal to 
man, and robbed her of any 
right to inherit property or run 
material business, the Koran 
said: “To the man belongs a 
share of that which parents and 
near relatives leave, and to a 
woman a share of what parents 
and near relatives leave” (4:7) 
and “to men a fortune from 
that which they have earned 
and to women a fortune from 
that which they have earned” 
(4:32), 

Koranicaliy, Islam gave 
women their right as an equal 
human partner since the sixth 
century before any other law. 
Islam gave women their right 
to economic independence and 
participation in social life dir- 
ectly. Education of Muslim 


women was obligatory. 
Women were given the right 
since then to arrange for then' 
own marriage. 

That is why Arab women 
had prominent roles timing the 
early years of the Islamic state: 
They greatly contributed to the 
general welfare of their soc- 
ieties politically and socially: 
Leaders, polrthnans and heads 
of ideological schools. The cen- 
turies of foreign occupmkw 
reduced the woman into a low ■ 
plane of existence. But und- 
oubtedly the same, socio- 
economic factors reduced the 
man into an equally low plane 
of existence. To redress so 
many injustices we have to 
eradicate the roots of opp- 
ression. An effort must be done " 
to reinvigorate the Koranic 
principles which are the only 
ones to uproot the misety arid 
to restructure a new role for 
Arab women identified with 
the soul and spirit of the Holy 
Koran, which is a humanitarian 
liberation force for all women. 


Arab News 



U.N. at ‘40 expected to attract biggest-ever summit 


By Michael Littlejohns 
Reuter 

UNITED NATIONS— The Uni- 
ted Nations turns 40 next October 
and is planning a birthday summit 
session that U.N. officials hope 
wQl counter disillusionment with 
the world body. 

For security reasons, the off- 
icials will say little about the doz- 
ens of world leaders expected to 
attend the session, intended as the 
dimax of the 40th anniversary 
celebrations. 

But it seems likely they will inc- 
lude President Reagan and French 
President Francois Mitterrand. 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and possibly Soviet lea- 


der Constantin Chernenko. 

The last Soviet chief to visit 
here, in 1960. was Nikita Khr- 
. ushchev. whose shoe-pounding 
heckling of British Prime Minister 
Harold MacMillan is well 
remembered at the U.N., as was 
Mr. Khrushchev's bear hug for 
another visitor, Fidel Castro of 
Cuba. 

Dr. Castro had only recently 
revealed his Marxist allegiance, 
the Soviet Union was angry at the 
United States over a spying inc- 
ident in which a U.S. spying plane 
was downed over Soviet territory, 
and all the powers were uneasy 
about the post-independence cri- 
sis in the Congo, now Zaire. 


The session was marked by acr- 
imony and uproar. At one point. 
General Assembly President Fre- 
derick Boland broke his gavel vai- 
nly trymg to restore order. 

Present Secretary General Jav- 
ier Perez de Cuellar hopes for a 
peaceful, constructive com- 
memorative session this year, to 
conclude with states adopting a 
declaration of re-dedication to the 
U.N. Charter on Oct. 24, the date 
in 1945 when it went into force. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar is con- 
scious of disappointment with the 
United Nations in some countries, 
particularly the United States. 

He and other senior officials 
hope the attendance of world lea- 


ders in a symbolic show of their 
support may help allay many pri- 
vate citizens’ negative perception 
of the world body. 

Assistant Secretary-General 
Robert Muller, a veteran French 
official who is in charge of pla- 
. lining the commemoration, says 
the U.N. has had to contend with 
such perceptions from its earliest 
days, even when hopes for its pea- 
cekeeping potential were at their 
highest 

President Harry Truman signed 
the UN. Charter only reluctantly 
in 1945, shortly after the atomic 
bombing of Nagasaki, Mr. Muller 
recalls. 

But the U.N. official cited a 


study by Harvard Professor Louis 
Sohn of post-war political inc- 
idents and crises which found that 
in about 50 per cent of cases “the 
U.N. has been able to solve pro- 
blems or prevent serious out- 
breaks”. 

Responding to critics like U.S. 
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick 
who say the U.N. exacerbatescon- 
flicts and those who believe the 
world would be better off without 
the organisation, Mr. Muller drew 
a medical analogy. 

“Not everyone who enters a 
hospital comes out cured,” be 
said. “But no one has ever said we 
should do away with hospitals.” 
He said he was pleasantly sur- 


prised by Prof. Sohn’s analysis and 
felt the U.N. had done a pretty 
good job. 

The' 40th anniversary cer- 
emonies will get underway in J une 
with three days of meetings in San 
Francisco, where the charter was 
completed on June 26, 1945. Vice 
President George Bush is exp- 
ected to head the U.S. delegation. 

Mr. Muller said several member 
states plan national celebrations 
but that the main focus will be on 
the event here in October. He str- 
essed that this will go beyond the 
ceremonial and many of the high- 
level visitors are expected to use 
the opportunity for face-to-face 
talks about world problems. 


Pol Pot: Deliberate low profile or late middle-age blues? 


From Associated Press 

BANGKOK — Where is Pol PoL 
the Khmer Rouge leader who pre- 
sided over one of the bloodiest 
revolutions of this century? 

Only very sketchy reports and 
rumours have emerged about him 
since Dec. 8, 1979, when he was 
interviewed by Japanese jou- 
rnalists at a guerrilla camp inside 
Cambodia. 

Some Western Indochina wat- 
chers believe Pol Pot disappeared 
from public view because his name 
has become synomymous with the 
Cambodian holocaustof 1975-79, 
when hundreds of thousands, per- 
haps millions, died -in Cambodia 
under Khmer Rouge brutality. 

Hie Khmer Rouge, fighting the 
Vietnamese who ousted them 
from power in early 1979, are all- 


ied with two non-communist gro- 
ups, and their coalition gov- 
ernment seeks Western and Chi- 
nese support. 

Khieu Samphan, who currently 
heads the Khmer Rouge, said in 
December 1983 that Pol Pot was 
“responsible” for military ope- 
rations against the Vietnamese, 
but was not a member of the 
three-party coalition government. 
A year earlier. Khieu Samphan 
said Pol Pot headed the Khmer 
Rouge military but sometimes 
“has fever.”. 

A knowledgeable Thai military 
source says Pol Pot — who is in his 
late 50s or early 60s — was hos-. 
pitalised in late 1982 and early 
1983 in.one of Bangkok’s biggest 
private hospitals, Phyathai, for 
high blood pressure and diabetes. 


The source said he was admitted 
under a false name. The hospital’s 
medical director. Dr. Surapong 
Ambha Nwong, said he had no 
knowledge of the treatment but 
indicated it was possible that a 
false name might have been used. 

Unconfirmed reports and rum- 
ours in recent years have bad Pol 
Pot making trips to China, the 
prime supporter of the Khmer 
Rouge, and spending time at the 
Chinese embassy and elsewhere in 
Bangkok. Thailand also backs the 
coalition government. 

• The most solid reports say Pol 
Pot spends most of his time in the 
rugged Cardamon Mountains of 
southwestern Cambodia, from 
where he commands tbe Khmer 
Rouge army or, as it is ironically 
known, the Natiooal Army of 
Democratic Kampuchea. 


Ek Chun, a low-level civilian: 
official who defected from tbe 
Khmer Rouge last October, said 
in an interview that while Pol Pof s 
name was never mentioned, it was 
widely understood that he still 
wielded ultimate power within the 
movement and that Khieu Sam- 
phan was merely a figurehead. 

This kind of secrecy has shr- 
ouded the life of Pol Pot, whose 
real name is Saloth Sar and whose 
birthdate is variously given as 
1925 and May 19, 1928. 

Saloth Sar studied radio ele- 
ctronics in Paris, fled Phnom Penh 
in 1963 to join the anti- 
government insurgency and hea- 
ded the Khmer Rouge in the 
1970-75 war against the U.S.- 
backed government of President 

Lon Nql. 


He also headed the Cam- 
bodian Communist Party, which 
be ruthlessly purged of his real or 
suspected enemies, a number of 
reliable Western sources say. 


He became premier in April 
1976. By then, Cambodia had 
been turned into a vast labour 
camp stalked by hunger, disease 
and mass executions. 


Timing of Zimbabwe elections appears doubtful 


By Peter Gregson 

Reuter 

HARARE — Zimbabwe’s par- 
liament has adjourned to pave the 
way for a general election, but 
doubts have emerged over whe- 
ther Prime Minister Robert Mug- 
abe's poll deadline of next month 
can be met. 

A number of government off- 
icials and election workers are pri- 
vately questioning if the elections 
can even take place before the 
fifth anniversary of independence 
on April 18. and one prominent 
senator has called for them to be 
postponed. 

Registration of the app- 
roximately 2.8 million voters 
could not be completed by the 
scheduled closing date of Jan. 31 
and was extended until mid- 


February. 

This means a four-member del- 
imitation commission set up to 
divide the country into con- 
stituencies could not start work for 
at least another week. 

In the poll, 80 seats will be ope- 
nly contested. A further 20 con- 
stituencies reserved for whites 
until 1990 under the British- 
drafted Independence Con- 
stitution make up the 100-seat 
(lower) House of Assembly. 

Late last month. Mr. Mugabe 
told the House he was committed 
to a March poll. “We must work 
towards the holding of our ele- 
ctions in March. That is the target 
date... If we have to work 48 hours 
a day, we must do so,” he said. 

Mr. Mugabe added that there 
must be “no talk of a reversal or 


postponement. We are in a hurry 
and the sooner we commit our- 
selves the better.” 

But only the* day before par- 
liament adjourned, Senator Gar- 
field Todd called on the prime 
minister to reconsider. 

Sen. Todd, a former prime min- 
ister of Southern Rbodesia who 
was jailed by the rebel white min- 
ority government during the 
1970s for his outspoken opp- 
osition, told the Upper Chamber: 
“I ask myself why we are holding 
an election? I have no answer. 

“The weather is wrong, we have 
time at our disposal, the security 
position is grim, our political sit- 
uation cries out for rationalisation 
and pacification.” 

Sen. Todd called for the poll to 
be postponed until 1987, which - 
can be done on the vote of 70 


members of parliament, adding: 
“Tension would be relieved, peo- 
ple could concentrate on caring 
for their coming harvest, ele- 
ctioneering in the rains would 
cease immediately and we could 
all breathe more freely.” 

Election officials said current 
heavy rains, which have broken 
three years.of drought, had caused 
some delays but there were also 
other obstacles to staging the poll 
before ApriL 

One worker at the government 
printers estimated it would take at 
least two months with tbe presses 
running 24 hours a day to print all 
the lists of voters. 

A technical adviser to the gov- 
ernment, who asked not to be 
named, said he doubted the del- 
imitation commission could do its 
work in time. 


LETTERS 


What ever happened 
to ‘Kinght Rider’? 

To the Editor: 

FMA visitor in this country and speak virtually no Arabic, so I’m 
very thankful that JTV has its foreign channel and Radio Jordan 
its English service. 

On rainy days, such as the one last Friday. Feb. 15, I enjoy 
switching on something, settling back in a comfortable chair, 
losing myself in whatever happens to be on. • 

Well, on Friday I did switch on something, “Knight Rider, ’’-and 
was soon lost in the fantasy of a computerised car that walks, talks 
and scans. Everything was fine for about three quarters of the 
show and then I was confronted by visions of over zealous soccer 
fans travelling to a game with sticks and knives in an obviously 
overloaded truck. Now there was real fantasy especially since this 
was supposed to take place in Jordan. - 

l slowly recovered from this abrupt shock to my senses and ' 
rationalised that this was just another public service message and 
that the conclusion of “Knight Ridei 4 ’ wouJdsoonbeomwktbc t 
public servica mesrage . ended and there I sat waiting .for the \ 
conclusion of Knight Rider... it never came. ' 

* jj*en decided that a little FM stereo music would be the order 
of the day. Slipping on my headphones, I switched on Radio 
t English service, .got the stereo indicator nice and bright; 
settta back with eyes closed for better enjoyment. EverytfcnT 
went fine for about 30 seconds, after that tbe stereo sfanaidrifS 
so much that it was actually painful to try and listrafo 
DecKlmg that perhaps the weather wasn’t really as bad 
seemed. I slipped, slid and was virtually blown out of the 
Ihave a question: Did the computer scientist and his beauiStilf; 
accomplice ever rob the Federal Reserve Bank? Oh yes. wtrifg' 
we’re at .t, what were the lyrics to that son*? * - 

Dennis Wright, 
Amman 
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Jordan the public relations way 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
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AMMAN — It does not take a lot 
of money, big offices and experts 
to promote Jordan abroad in the 
field of tourism, according to Mr. 
tawzi AE Arafat. “It only tikes 
dedicated and determined Jor- 
danians who really love their cou- 
ntry and are ready to sacrifice a 
bit." 

Within a relatively short period 
of time, Mr. Arafat, a journalist. 


was able to make Petra, Jerash, 
Aqaba and other tourist sites in 
Jordan well-known places thr- 
oughout Scandinavia and “this is 
only the beginning.” 

Mr. Arafat is the president of 
the Jordan Association of Travel 
Journalists (JATJ), an association 
established in September last year 
and endorsed during a general 


assembly conference in Cyprus of 
the Parisrbased Federation Int- 
ernationale des Journali stes et 
Ecrivains du Tourisme (FUET). 

The JATJ, which includes 20 
members out of which IS are jou- 
rnalists and five prominent Jor- 
danian personalities dealing with 
the media and tourism, was est- 
ablished with the aim of int- 
roducing Jordan as a country with 
a great potential for tourism to the 
rest of the world. 

“During my travel with FUET 
members, the idea of establishing 
1 the JATJ became clear, and I dec- 
ided I can promote my country 
abroad by allowing Jordanian jou- 
rnalists to travel io other countries 
and represent Jordan in tourism 
conferences,” Mr. Arafat, who 
lives in Sweden, said. 

Every member of JATJ is aut- 
omatically a member of FUET, 
which is also a non-profit org- 
anisation whose main aim is to 
encourage tourism among mem- 
ber countries. The international 
organisation includes 41 countries 
in its membership, and Jordan is 
so far the only Arab country rep- 
resented. 

In each member country, an. 
association for travel journalists is 
established and coordinate its- 
work directly with FUET through 
an exchange of visits among mem- 
ber countries by journalists who 
return home to promote the cou- 
ntry they visited through the 
media. 


In October, only one month 
after the establishment of JATJ, 
the association invited 20 Sca- 
ndinavian journalists, members of 
FUET to Jordan on a study trip to 
acquaint them with tourist sites in 
the country. During their stay, 
they were received by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
who encouraged the JATJ idea. 

Upon the return to their res- 
pective countries, the journalists 
published a lot about Jordan in 
local newspapers which gave a 
considerable impact on the people 
•there. The Swedish radio bro- 
adcast two programmes — one 
about the Royal Family, Amman 
and the daily Jordanian life and 
another programme dedicated to 
the old Nabatean city of Petra. 

“Petra and other places in the 
■ Kingdom have become famous in 
Scandinavia," says Mr. Arafat. 
“Upon the return of these jou- 
rnalists, people were showered 
with articles on Jordan published 
in newspapers in Hungaria, Fra- 
nce, Sweden and Finland.” 

Mr. Arafat said that in Dec- 
ember last year, the board of dir- 
ectors of FUET held a meeting in 
Paris during which they received a 
report from the Federation’s 
General Secretariat on the jou- 
rnalists’ visit to Jordan. After rea- 
ding the report, FUET sent a cable 
to Prince Hassan asking him to 
accept the post of Honorary Pre- 
sident of JATJ, while the Sca- 
ndinavian journalists sent a 


thank-you letter to the Prince say- 
ing, “We want to come back to 
your country 

FUET, established in 1954, inc- 
ludes 1,600 journalists from 41 
countries in its membership and 
holds an annua] general assembly 
conference in a different member 
country each year. The Federation 
also issues a bi-monthly int- 
ernational tourism magazine fin- 
anced by Hungary and published 
in Brussels and distributed all over 
the world. 

FUET is scheduled to hold its 
general meeting this year in Bel- 
grade, Yugoslavia and in 1986 in 
Havana, Cuba. Mr. Arafat said 
that JATJ hopes to have the 
FUET conference of 1987 con- 
vened in Amman. We are already 
preparing for ft, and we expect to 
host more than 150 .FUET jou- 
rnalists from 40 countries,’’ he 
-said. 

“One of our ideas for the con- 
ference is spending a night in Wadi 
Rum among bedouin tents to give 
the journalists a unique exp- 
erience,” Mr. Arafat said. 

He added that the conference 
would be supported by Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline which 
will be offering free tickets to the 
visiting journalists while hotels iu 
the country will offer them free 
accommodation during their stay 
in the Kingdom. 

One of the achievements of 
JATJ is securing a section for Jor- 
dan in an international tourism 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan receives a 
Swedish-made crystal bowl as a present from JATJ 
President Fawzi All Arafat last October during a 


visit by 20 Scandinavian journalists, whom the pri- 
nce received (Photo by Jan Kristenson) 


fair to be held in Sweden in March 
free of charge, Mr. Arafat said. 
About 70 countries win be par- 
ticipating in the fair, caUed Tour 
85, and 200 journalists from dif- 
ferent countries including Jordan 
will be at tend ing. 

Like FUET, JATJ does not rec- 
eive any financial support from 
the government. “Our activities 
are carried out with the coo- 
peration of institutions from the 
private sector, “Mr. Arafat said. 


“The idea of JATJ is nor to have 
the government spending because 
the private sector is the party 
which benefits directly from such 
activities.’’ 

He explained that when tourists 
visit a country, “they do not stay in 
government houses' but in hotels 
owned by the private sector... they 
rent cars from private companies 
and eat in private sector res- 
taurants..- as the private sector is 
directly bene fitting from tou- 


rism.” However, he said, “we still 
need the backing of the gov- 
ernment." 

Asked why tourists should have 
a special interest in Jordan when 
the choice is wide in this field, Mr. 
Arafat said: “People are beg- 
inning to get tired of travelling to 
the same places all the time. When 
they discover there are places like 
Petra. Aqaba, Jerash and Wadi 
Rum in Jordan... they will wel- 
come the change-” 




The needs of youth should be satisfied 


By The Reverend Musa Adell 


THIS is the year of the youth. 
This brings many things to my 
mind concerning our young 
people. Are we, I wonder, 
doing enough for them? I am 
thinking mainly in terms of. 
their leisure time. There are 
surely few among us who have 
not at one time or another been 
annoyed by youngsters — boys 
and girls — playing in the str- 
eets; throwing balls in front of 
moving vehicles, breaking bot- 
tles with stones and generally 
fooling around. Yet, in all fai- 
rness we need to ask ourselves: 
“Why are we annoyed with 
them? What are they doing 
wrong? Youngsters must play; 
they must shout; they must 
throw things — all this is part 


and parcel of their young nat- 
ure. May be we should be ann- 
oyed with ourselves for not 
providing them with places to 
play at Many of them live in 
appartments where there are 
no gardens. For such children 
the only playing area is the 
alley, the steps, the street, the 
pathway. 

Very often boys climb the 
fences around private ins- 
titutions, schools for example, 
in order to play in the pla- 
yground. Understandably, 
they are chased away by those 
responsible for the school. 
They are told to go and play 
elsewhere. Where is els- 
ewhere? One could ask. 

Looking to other countries. 


what do we see? Hoiw do they 
cope with this situation — for 
all countries have youngsters. 
What I have found in many of 
these countries is that urban 
and rural planning gives full 
priority to recreational fac- 
ilities as to housing when dev- 
eloping an area. For example 
before a building project is 
approved by the authorities, 
the whole area is looked at. To 
a certain number of houses 
there must be a school, a med- 
ical centre, shops, bank, post 
-office. Parks, recreational gro- 
unds, church, clubs and som- 
etimes extra facilities like swi- 
mming pools may be slightly 
further away but well within 
easy walking distance. In other 
words, housing is not allowed 
to dominate. Looking at such 


high organisation, we can see 
that everyone is catered for. 
The young mothers can walk 
safely down the park with then- 
babies in prams and their tod- 
dlers running free. Older peo- 
ple can sit at these places qui- 
etly and safely, away from tra- 
ffic and enjoy the fresh air and 
the life going on around them. 
Youngsters have a variety of 
places to go to. Everyone is 
able to get leisure and rec- 
reation without cost and this 
latter is a very important point. 
Many of our children live in 
poor areas, in poor houses. 
What a boon for them to have 
some wide open space to go to 
let off steam in safety and away 
from places where they annoy 
drivers and, worse than that, 
become a danger to themselves 


and others. 

What can we do about all this 
in Jordan? Is it something bey- 
ond us? I don’t t hink so. For 
example, why not impose a 
condition that when high cost 
houses are built a certain cha- 
rge is levied to go towards the 
facilities of the area. This 
would have two very valuable 
aspects to h. First, it would be 
of tremendous help to others 
who are less well off than our- 
selves and in so doing would be 
a real service to the area. Sec- 
ondly, it would help us to move 
from what is probably an unc- 
onscious selfishness to a less 
selfish attitude and in this way 
we would indeed be doing a 
service to ourselves. Could we 
think about it? 
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From National Geographic 

WASHINGTON — About nine 
million ducks and geese visit Cal- 
ifornia’s Central Valley during 
fall, winter, and spring. The valley 
is regarded as one of the nation's 
most important wintering areas 
for waterfowl; 60 per cent of the 
Pacific migration route’s wat- 
erfowl winter there. 

Yet the Central Valley — a 
400-mile-long trough between the 
Coast Ranges and Sierra Nevada 
— is more farmland than wetland. 
Once h o l d in g an estimated four 
million acres of wetlands teeming 
with wildlife, the Central Valley 
now is one of the world’s most val- 
uable agricultural regions. Since 
early settlement 94 per cent of the 
valley’s marshes have vanished. 

Crucial routes 

In the major waterfowl mig- 
ration routes, or flyways, that fun- 
nel down out of Alaska and Can- 
ada through the lower 48 states. 


there is a rich variety of wetlands: 
bogs, swamps, sloughs, tiny ponds 
and great marshes, river oxbows, 
saltwater bays and sounds and 
.estuaries. They are essential to 
ducks, geese, swans, and sho- 
rebirds — and they are dwindling. 

By current estimates, 33,000 
acres of prime prairie wetlands 
vanish each year, writes naturalist 
John Madson in the November 
National Geographic. In the 48 
states, nearly a half-million acres 
of wetlands are lost annually to 
fanning and other development. 
About half of the nation’s pre- 
colonial wetlands no longer exist, 
and certain duck species have dec- 
lined with them. 

From the “boot heel” of sou- 
theastern Missouri to the Gulf of 
Mexico, nearly seven million acres 
of hardwood forests and their ass- 
ociated wetlands have been dra- 
ined in the past 50 years. In North 
Dakota, pond-size potholes gou- 
ged by glaciers serve as nurseries 
for half of all ducklings bred in 
North America, but farmers are 


draining and filling them to inc- 
rease cropland. 

The great migratory clouds of 
waterfowl definitely can threaten 
a farmer’s crop. During a cool, wet 
Canadian fall, for example, when 
harvest may be delayed, ducks 
gather in grain fields and glut the- 
mselves, trampling even more of 
the crop and leaving it wasted on _ 
the ground. Waterfowl feeding on 
cereal grains cause more than a 
half-million dollars’ damage each 
year in Minnesota, North Dakota, 
and Montana. 

Hunters take tofl 

A broken strip of coastline from 
Maine to South Carolina serves as 
the flyway each spring and fall for 
some of North America’s greatest 
concentrations of waterfowl. All 
of the strip’ s historic hunting areas 
are reporting fewer birds. Can- 
adian and U.S. hunters kill some 
20 million game ducks a year, 
.most commonly mallards, fol- 
lowed by wood ducks.. But some 


hunting license fees and federal 
duck stamp revenues go to acquire 
and preserve vital waterfowl hab- 
itat. 

The wood duck, once a very 
rare bird, has made a solid com- 
eback. Hunting and loss of nesting 
trees to timbering seriously thr- 
eatened “woodies” until the 
UJS .-Canadian Migratory Bird 
Treaty gave it and others special 
protection in 1918. But several 
other species are in trouble today, 
especially canvasbacks, redheads, 
and black ducks. 

This year, about half of North 
America’s fall population of some 
80 million ducks will not survive 
until next breeding season, many 
because of disease, predation, and 
- accidents. At least two to three per 
cent of them will die of lead poi- 
soning, caused by spent shot pel- 
lets picked up by the birds from 
marsh bottoms daring feeding. 
One ingested pellet is enough to 
lrill a bird. 

Another kind .of killer has 
struck California’s San Joaquin 


Valley. At Kesterson Reservoir, 
part of a refuge managed by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 20 
per cent of 347 nests of stilts, 
coots, grebes, mallards, gadwalls, 
and cinnamon teal were found to 
contain deformed young. Some 
were missing beaks or eyes; others 
had bulging skulls or clubfeet. The 
cause is believed to be selenium, a 
natural element that can be poi- 
sonous in the high concentrations 
formed by California’s irrigation 
practices. 

But up in the northern Central 
Valley lie areas that are und- 
isturbed, almost primeval. At the 
Bean Held, a 440-acre waterfowl 
haven, Madson saw “a veil of 
white-fronted and Canada geese, 
thousands of mallards, and pin- 
tails beyond counting. In the nea- 
rer distance, weaving back and 
forth over the Bean Field, small 
flights of sandhill cranes, a res- 
ilient species millions of years old, 
called to each other in their str- 
ange deep trilling — a sound right 
out of the Pliocene.” 




aimnnnce the arrival of lesser snow geese, tin most vocal of afi waterfowl, at Tide Lake National Wildlife Reffuge on the Cafifornia-Oregon border. 

a wilder home for perhaps 18 per real of North American wat erfowL Wildlife refugees are becoming more crucial to ducks, geese, Mans, and sno- 
rebMs as formas and dev^ripnieiit gobble npnearjy a half-million acres of wetlands a- year (National Geographic photo) 


Home computers face bad times 


The dawning of 1985 has found the world’s home computer industry 
indie midst of considerable uncertainty, with the onset of a price war in 
die two leading markets. Jason Crisp in London and Louise Kehoe in 
California report from the heart of those two markets . 


A bitter wind is blowing thr- 
ough the world's home computer 
industry. The year has started with 
.a flurry of casualties and there is 
every sign that a price war has 
begun on both sides of the Atl- 
antic. 

This once brash and confident 
industry is now nervous and unc- 
ertain. Non one seems to know 
what 1985 will bring ... other than 
trouble. “There are too many 
manufacturers with too many 
machines chasing too small a mar- 
ket and they are probably not the 
products people want," says Mr. 
John Rowland, computer buyer at 
W. H. Smith — one of Britain’s 
leading outlets for home com- 
puters. 

!uFthe home computer is not to 
off as an amusing phe- 
>n on a par with ska- 
teboards. Rather the. questions 
which worry the industry include 
wbat sort of computers people will 
•buy, which few companies will 
survive and whether die Japanese 
■threat will ever materialise. 

And although the two leading 
markets — Britain and the U.S. — 
face a difficult time, the rest of the 
world is just beginning to discover 
home computing. Sales in West 
Germany, France, Italy and Spain 
rose sharply last year. Even so 
only 600,000 home computers 
were sold in West Germany in 
1984 according to market analysts 
Dieboid, compared to an est- 
imated 1.8 million in the UJC. 

Moreover, as the general int- 
erest in using computers to play 
games wanes fast, the industry is 
currently scrabbling to produce 
more expensive and more sop- 
histicated machines. Now eve- 
tyone is talking about selling 
"functions” on their computers 
such as word processing. 

In the slighdy longer term the 
industry still has high hopes that 
the home computer will become 
accepted as an all-purpose hou- 
sehold item. Companies are dev- 
eloping a wide variety of new app- 
lications for computers — from 
terminals for electronic banking 
and shopping to controlling the 
electrical devices around the 
home. 

Another popular idea is to store 
reference works and enc- 
yclopaedias on compact discs with 
the information being rapidly ret- 
rieved by the computer. Eve- 


ntually the computers and int- 
eractive video discs will transform 
the educational and games mar- 
kets and allow the storage of vast 
amounts of information. 

Such applications are probably 
at least two years away according 
to John Sculley, chief executive at 
Apple. However, they are areas 
where the Japanese intend to tty 
particularly hard to make an imp- 
act. They have already shown 
computers linked closely to video 
and hi-fi equipment. So far the. 
direct Japanese presence in home 
computers has been a flop alt- 
hough Japanese companies have 
had considerable success with per- 
ipheral equipment such as printers 
and disc drives. 

Some Westerners fear that from 
now on, Japanese skills with the 
peripheral equipment and tra- 
ditional consumer electronics 
products such as TVs and compact 
discs may give them an advantage 
over companies which start only 
with the computer technology. 

Right now the industry is far 
more worried about who will sur- 
vive the latest price war. In 1 983 a 
similar battle in the U.S. resulted 
in Texas Instruments and Timex 
withdrawing from the market with 
huge losses. 

The implications of any shake- 1 
out spread far beyond the well- 
known names making the com- 
puters like Sinclair, Commodore, 
Atari and Acorn. It will also affect 
the myriad of software companies, 
retailers, distributors, magazine 
publishers and manufacturers of 
peripherals like monitors and pri- 
nters which form an equally imp- 
ortant part of the industry. 

. It is already clear in the U.S. and 
UJC. — which are both well ahead 
of the rest of the world — that the 
'market is dividing into two clear 
streams. In one are the cheap 
“toy" game-playing computers 
from Commodore, Sinclair and 
Atari costing about SI 20 in the 
U.S. and around £130 in Britain. 
This stream is in the front-line in 
the price war and the latest cas- 
ualty is Coleco in the U.S. which 
has just withdrawn from the mar- 
ket to concentrate on products 
like its Cabbage Patch Doll. 

The other stream is wider, less 
easily defined and is the one with 
the most attractions. Increasingly, 
the machines in it have more in 
-common with the personal com- 


puters used in business. A number 
of new and impressive products 
are scheduled to appear later this 
year and that will probably mean 
fierce price-cutting in this sector 
too. 

Included in this stream are eve- 
rything from existing products like 
IBM's B.C. junior and Apple II 
computers in the U.S. costing aro- 
und $ 1 ,000 to Acorn' s BBC Micro 
and Sinclair's QX. in Britain at 
about £400. Britain’s increasingly 
successful ACT is on the fringe of 
this group with the bottom end of 
its Apricot range. 

Many of these home and edu- 
cational computers are already 
used in small businesses. Inc- 
reasingly they will have disc drives 
for programmes and dat-a storage 
which are much quicker and better 
than the audio cassettes used with 
cheap home computers. It means 
they can be used as proper word 
processors and for serious fin- 
ancial analysis. 

Atari and Commodore of the 
U.S. have both promised new low 
cost computers for later this year 
which are claimed to rival Apple’s 
Macintosh computer, a powerful 
and expensive machine largely 
aimed at business with a very 
strong emphasis on its ease of use. 
In Britain, for example, Amstrad, 
a recent and very successful ent- 
rant into the home computer mar- 
ket which buys many of its com- 
ponents from the Far East, is to 
launch four more powerful mac- 
hines this year which include low- 
cost disc drives. 

Mr. Alan Sugar, chief executive 
of Amstrad, says that demand is 
veiy strong in overseas markets. 
“The only country we are con- 
cerned about is the U.K. because 
the doom and gloom is making the 
dealers nervous. Computers are 
not like CJ3. radio', a market 
which slopped as if someone had 
turned off a light switch.” 

The move towards these types 
of machines represents a sig- 
nificant change in the mar- 
ketplace. “The home computer is 
on the verge of a new beginning,” 
says Jan Lewis, an analyst at Inf- 
ocorp of Cupertino, California. 
Until now, she believes, buyers 
have been motivated by fear and 
guilt. “They wanted to learn about 
computers because they felt they 
should keep up. They were afraid 
their children would be illiterate if 
they did not. Now people want 
computers that will do something 
useful.” 

— Financial Times news feature. 



OPERATING NOW IN AMMAN 

I lf you want to be served like being in a first class ’hotel, and live like 
being at home... pay us a visit: 

|»AKOTGIi BS llXlqlll: 

[*! K 

* Amman, Shmeisani: Tel. 668193/4. Tlx: 23888 

DAROTt JO. P.O.B, 9403 

* Luxuriously furnished airconditioned apalrtments 

* Fully-furnished kitchenettes 
* Colour T.V., indoor movies 
* Telephone, telex, secretarial services 
* Giftshop, restaurant, health bar. 

* Free: Ice cubes makers. Shoe-polish machines. Morning 
newspapers. Safe deposit boxes. Physical fitness room. 

* Other usual hotel services 
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, Germany chosen venue 
for European Championship 


BERNE, Switzerland (R) — West 
Germany justified their role as fav- 
ourites to stage the 1988 European 


Championship soccer finals when the 
organising committee made them first 
choice ahead of England Monday. 


The European Football Union 
(UEFA) said the organising 
committee’s recommendation 
would be put to its executive 
committee for the final decision at 
its meeting in Lisbon on March 1 5. 

The other two candidates were 
the Netherlands and a joint Nor- 
. die bid from Sweden. Denmark, 
Finland and Norway. 

The English Football Ass- 
ociation (F.A.) were confident 
their carefully-prepared case for 
hosting their first major int- 
ernational tournament since the 
1966 World Cup would be irr- 
esistible. 

But although F.A. Secretary 
Ted Croker had given firm ass- 
urances on crowd control, sources 
close to UEFA felt English hopes 
could still founder on the hoo- 
liganism that plagues the British 
soccer scene. 

F.A. Chairman Bert Miliichip. 
who presented England's case, 
countered that other countries inc- 
luding West Germany also had 


their share of spectator violence. 

The West Germans were equ- 
ally confident. believing their out- 
standing modem stadiums could 
tip the balance in their favour in 
what was widely recognised in 
West Germany as a neck and neck 
duel with England. 

Another factor which must have 
weighed heavily in West Ger- 
many's favour was that it had not 
staged the European Cha- 
mpionship finals despite four pre- 
vious applications. 

They had offered 11 venues 
with stadiums modernised or built 
for the 1974- World Cup. with the 
final planned for Munich's Oly- 
mpic stadium. 

Yet they feared they might be 
edged out by England's status as 
the traditional home of soccer, 
and the fact that 1988 marks the' 
centenary of the Football League 
and the 1 25th anniversary of the 
F.A. 

West German Football Fed- 
eration (DFB) press spokesman 


Rainer Hohzschuh said: “We are 
confident. We have a good inf- 
rastructure from the 1974 World 
Cup, our stadiums are com- 
fortable and we have a good org- 
anisation.” 

The FA. offer envisaged two 
plans, one using eight stadiums 
and the other nine, with Wembley 
as the veaue for the final. 

However, all is not lost for Eng- 
land. The final decision rests with 
the executive committee on which 
the West Germans have no rep- 
resentation. 


Kenya’s decision to drop African 
Games a hard blow, says SCSA 


YAOUNDE (R) - Kenya's dec- 
ision hot to nost the African 
Gaines in 1987 is a hard blow. . the 
Secretary-General of the Sup- 
reme Council for Sports in Africa 
(SCSA), Lamine BA, said Tue- 
sday. 

He told Reuters the continent's 
governing sports body was can- 
vassing a number of other African 
nations which might be willing to 
host the games, Africa's verson of 
the Olympics, but he did not name 
them. . 


size sports complex being built 
with Chinese aid on the outskirts 
of Nairobi would not be ready in 
time for the games. 

The games should have been 
held in 1983 but were postponed 
to 1987 to allow Kenya to com- 
plete work on the complex and 
Hotel facilities. 


“It was an unpleasant surprise 
and a hard blow," he said when 
asked to comment on Kenya's dec- 
ision to withdraw its offer to stage 
the fourth edition of the games. 

Kenya’s* sports administrator 
Joseph Kipsanai told Reuters 
three days ago that an Olympic- 


Skating marathon to go 
ahead for 1st time since 1963 


AMSTERDAM (R) — One of the 
world's most spectacular skating 
events, a 200-km ( 1 10-mile) mar- 
athon around the northern Net- 
herlands with about 16,000 com- 
petitors. will be held for the first 
time in 22 years after all, the org- 
anisers said. Conditions have been 
suitable for the Elfsteden Tocht. a 
tour of 11 towns in the north wes- 
tern province of Friesland, only 12 ' 
times this century. 

Hopes had been fading that it 
could be held this year but a sud- 
den spell of sustained cold wea- 
ther had made ice on waterways 
thick enough for it to go ahead on ' 
Thursday, the organising com- 
mittee said. 

Hie Tocht attracts a core of 


race. Police said Tuesday they 
would operate a fleet of hel- 
icopters to ferry the injured and 
exhausted to aid stations and hos- 
pitals. 

When the last Tocht was held in 
January 1963, only 156 of the 
10,007 ordinary competitors fin- 
ished. In the experienced skaters' 
section,'58 out of 577 completed 
the course. 

The race was won by Dutchman 
Reinier Paping in 10 hours 59 
minutes. Many others took 14 or 
15 hours to finish. 

This year, the organisers have 
allowed the number of com- 
petitors to rise to 16,000. 

_ The stan and finish is at the city 
of Leeuwarden, 120 kms (75 
miles) north-east of Amsterdam. 


experienced competition skaters 
and thousands of enthusiasts from ' The group of a few hundred exp- 
northern Europe. About 200,000 erienced competition skaters will 
specators are also expected. start well before dawn. Each 15 
Only a few hundred of those minutes a further 1,000 corn- 
starting are likely to complete the . jpetitors will start. 


Louganis named Outstanding 
U.S. Amateur Athlete 


INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana (R) — 
Diver Greg Louganis was named 
America's Outstanding Amateur 
Athlete of the Year Monday, 
night. 

The 25-year-old double gold 
medallist at the Los Angeles Oly- 
mpics won the 55th annual Ama- 
teur Athletic Union Sullivan 
Award after a secret ballot. It was 
the sixth consecutive year that he 
was a finalist. 

Runners-up included Mary Lou 
Retton, dubbed ‘America's swe- 
etheart' at the 1984 games after 
winning the all-around gymnastics 
competition. Retton, in intensive 


training for the American Cup in 
Houston, was the only finalist who 
did not attend Monday night’s 
ceremony. 

The others present were gym- 
nast Bart Conner, swimmer 
Rowdy Gaines, skier Bill Johnson, 
synchronised swimmer Tracie 
Ruiz, marathoner Joan Benoit, 
sprinter Vallerie Briscoe -Hooks, 
equestrian Joe Fargisand wrestler 
Steve Fraser. 


All also were gold medallists at 
the Los Angeles games — only the 
second time that all the finalists 
were Olympic champions. 


Moorcroft recovers from operation 



MUNICH, West Germany (R) — 
David Moorcroft. Britain's world 
5,000 metres record holder, was 
recovering in hospital Tuesday 
after an operation which he hopes 
will get him back to serious run- 
ning again. 

Moorcroft, 31, told Reuters 
that he felt fine after Monday’s * 
operation to ease inflammation of 
tile tendons around the lower part 
of the pelvis but that it was too 
early to make plans for the future. 

“Pll just take things a day at a 
time," he said. “FU have to wait 
for the soreness to go and then 
start to get active in the next 
month or two- 


'months before I find out whether 1 
can work hard again.” 

Doctors said the operation was 
similar to that for tennis elbow but 
that the problem involved the 
muscles around the pubic bone. 


Moorcroft went to West 
Germany for the operation bee- 1 
ause Munich surgeon Karl Tas- 
nady has vast experience of the 
injury, which occurs frequently 
among West German footballers . 

Moorcroft, who is expected to 
return to Britain after 10 days of 
recuperation, finished last in the 
Olympic 5,000 metres final last 
; year during a season largely wre- 


‘But I expect it will be six to 12 ^ eked by the injury. 


Temesvari 
beats Fairbank 


OAKLAND, California (R) — 
Eighth-seeded Hungarian Andrea 
Temesvari fought off a set point to 
defeat South Africa's Ros Fai- 
rbank 7-5. 6-2 in the opening 
round of the Oakland Women's 
Tennis Championship Monday. 

Temesvari, the world's 16th- 
ranked player, said she had had 
trouble adjusting to the indoor 
lights and was happy with her vic- 
tory. 

The Hungarian, who won the 
I talian Open in 1 983, had a patchy 
season last year last season bec- 
ause of a back problem. 

“1 have no pain now” Tem- 
esvari said.- “I just need to imp- 
rove my concentration." . 

Others to advance to the second, 
round included France's 19- 
year-old Catherine Tanvier who 
defeated 15-year-old Melissa 
Gurney of the United States 6-4, 
6-3. 


Walker reaches historic landmark 


Ily Phillip Melchior 

Reuter 


WELLINGTON— Beads around 
his neck, a mane of blond hair 
boundng and the distinctive black 
New Zeland singlet with the silver 


Bayi was then at the peak of his 
form but he needed to summon all 
his resources of speed and stamina 
to hold off the young New Zea- 
lander for the gold medal. 

Bayi set a world record in that 
event and a return clash with Wal- 


fern have been the trademarks of - ker in Montreal was eagerly awa- . 
middle distance runner John Walr ited. 


ker for more than a decade on the 
world athletics circuit. 

Now 33, an age when most ath- 
letes have long since abandoned 
international competition. Walker 
has broken new ground by bec- 


The African boycott of the 
'Olympics following New Zea- 
land's rugby union tour of South 
Africa deprived spectators of ano- 
ther classic encounter and no 
other athlete really had a chance 


oming the first man to run 100 -of depriving Walker of the gold he 


French skier 
killed by avalanche 


ZERMATT, Switzerland (R) — 
A 22-year-old French skier was 
crushed to death by an avalanche 
following record snowfalls which 
have brought two days of choas to 
western Switzerland, police said 
Tuesday. 

The victim, the third since 
heavy snows began last Saturday, 
was named as Francois de Roux 
Boulogne. He and the other two 
men in his skiing group were off 
the marked pistes at the time of 
the avalanche late Monday, a pol- 
ice spokesman said. 

De Roux was dug out by his 
companions but could not be res- 
uscitated. The three were flown by 
rescue helicopter to Zermatt, a 
famous resort at the foot of the 
Matterhorn Peak. 


sub-four minute miles. 

Thirty-one years have elapsed 
since Britain's Roger Bannister 
broke- tne four minute mark for 
the first t hne, but some of the mys- 
tique st31 dings to the figure and it 
remains a landmark for aspiring 
mile runners. 

Walker’s achievements in bec- 
oming the first man to run a mile in 
under three minutes 50 seconds 
and his 1 ,500 metres gold medal at 
the 1976 Montreal Olympics ens- 
ure him of a place among athletics’ 
immortals. 

But it is his durability and con- 
sistency in one of athletics’ most 
'glamorous events which has made 
him one of the most respected and 
popular athletes on the int- 
ernational circuit. 

Walker first rocketed into pro- 
minence in the 1974 Christchurch 
Commonwealth Games when his 
duel with Tanzania's Filbert Bayi 
in the 1,500 metres provided the 
.athletics competition’s most com- 
pelling spectacle. 


so badly wanted 

In the meantime Walker had 
broken the 3:50 barriers when he 
docked 3:49.4 in Oslo in 1975 and 
he was well-established as one of 
the leaders of the new breed of 
jet-setting athletes. 

Walker, who was raised on a 
farm, divided his early sporting 
passions between cross-country 
running and tennis, until in 1970 
he first ran on the track and met up 
with schoolteacher Arch Jelley, 
the coach who has guided his car- 
eer since. 

It quickly became apparent that 
New Zealand had a true heir to 
their two previous Olympic 1.500 
metres champions. Jack Lovelock 
and Peter Snell, and until 1977 
Walker’s running career was one- 
.triumph after another. 

Then came the series of injuries 
which would have ended the car- 
eer of a less determined man. 

In 1977. days after he had for 
the second time come within half a 
-second of the world 1,500 metres 


ever seeD.‘ 

“There have been many faster 
and many more spectacular mil- 
ers, but none have stayed up there 
at the top for so long.” he told 
Reuters. 


Renault unveils new Formula One car 


PARIS (R) — Renault Tuesday 
cast aside the disappointments of 
last year’s Grand Prix season and 
unveiled the new car which they 
hope will lead them to Formula 
One glory. 

Gerard Toth, looking forward 
to his first season in charge, said 
-the first aim was to redress the 
balance as soon as possible in 
'1985 — “win a good many Grands 
Prix and show we are equal to the 
toughest opposition. 

“In 1986 we must reach the hei- 
ghts. Fm quite sure that 1986 will 
be Renault’s year,” he said. 

Drivers Derek Warwick of Bri- 
tain and Patrick Tam bay of Fra- 
nce, sharing the Renault challenge 
for the second year, have yet to 
drive the new RE-60, which Toth 
said had not been finished until 




FLAT TO LET 




Very good flat near Holiday Inn Hotel to let Living 
room, one bedroom, kitchen, bathroom, and small 
balcony. Fully-furnished including TV with European 
furniture. 

Short lease until August or longer possible. Rent JD 
2,800 P.A. 

Tel: 818047 


FOR RENT 


Furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms and 
other amenities. 


Location: Jabal Amman, 4th Circle 

Calf: 671925 


For This Term and Summer Term 


SANAFER 


Q« 


MEMBER OF THE PRE-SCHOOL PLAY- 
GROUP ASSOCIATION (PPA) IN LONDON 
(3. 4 and 5 years) 

Shmeisani - Katana area, near Dar-EI Hikmeh 
Amman, Jordan. P.O. Box 1719. Tel: 679311 


School hours 8 a.m. to 12 noon 


BETTER READ IT 


One visit only for our exhibition will assure you the 
difference between us and others in quality. New fas- 
Y hions at reasonable prices, all kinds of pure crystal, 
electrical candles, home and office furniture and steel 
safes of different sizes and weights which can wit- 
hstand up to 460°C of temperature. 


Address: 


The Permanent Jordan Exhibition For International 
Products 

.Amman - Wadi Saqra Street 
Tel: 32613, P.O.B. 150 



PRE QUALIFICATION INVITATION FOR 
SUPPLYING MACHINES 

Jordan Rock Wool Industries Co. Ltd. 

Intends -to construct a new complete full or semi automatic pro- 
duction line for rock wool preformed pipe insulation. 
Manufacturers and/or suppliers who are interested In tendering for 
the intended production line are invited to deliver their application 
with all proving catalogues and know-how description in this field, 
not later than March 21, 1985 at: 


J.R.W.I. CO. LTD. - Jabal Amman, Third Circle, 
Tel. 42117 Tlx: 23197 ROKWOL JO - Box 926932 
Amman - Jordan. 


the early hours of Monday mor- 
ning.' 

“Both Patrick and I were very 
disappointed with last year. Hop- 
efully we’ve got a car here which 
will allow os to win first a Grand 
Prix and then the championship 
Warwick said. 

Warwick, who is expecting logo 
to Rio de Janeiro with Tambay for 
tests in the first week of March, 
said the new car should be more 
powerful and enjoy better fuel 
consumption than the old RE-50. 

Gerard Larrousse, Toth’s pre- 
decessor as general manager of 
Renault sport who has since 
moved to French rivals Ligier, 
considered pulling out of Formula 
One for a while last season bec- 
ause the cars had difficulty with 
newly imposed fuel limits. - 

Toth said Renault would start 
the new season with the old EF4A 


been modified, the gear box is rei- 
nforced and more rigid and the 
back bumper more rigid, too. 

The 1 -5 litre V-6 Turbo- 
charged Renault will use goody ear 
tyres this season following the 
withdrawal of Michelin from 
Grand Prix racing. 

Warwick's car lost a wheel dur- 
ing trials at the Estoril track in 
Portugal last month, but the Bri- 
tish driver can already joke about 
the spilL “It wasn’t nasty, but it 
could have been. If Td gone any 
faster Td have finished up in Est- 
oril,'' he said. 

Toth said steps had been taken 
to prevent a repeat. 

Renault, with Frenchman Alain 
-Prost at the wheel, came dose to 
taking the World Drivers’ Cha- 
mpionship for the first time in 
1983 but were edged out by the 


tne new season won me oia nr Brabham of Brazilian Nelson Piq- 

engine, wmch had undergone 
important modifications torero-' 




edy the consumption problem. 

He said he believed it was an 
extremely competitive engine. . 
while the new EF 15 would show 
further progress in power and con- 


But last year nobody could 
match the McLarens of Niki 
Lauda and Prost. Renault were 
fifth in the Constructors' Cha- 
mpionship, with Warwick seventh 


sumption. Asked who would get Tambay 1 1th among the dn- 

the first new engine, Toth asked y ers ‘ 

Tambay to spin a coin — and the There were reports that Rwt- 
Frenchman won. ault might abandon Formula One 

The sleek new motor, in Ren- racing in an economic cutback, 
aulfs eye catching yellow, black’ But Toth said it was important for 
and white colours, has undergone the firm to give its staff and French 


extensive revision in suspension 
and enjoys better road-holding 
ability. The rear section has also 


people generally a morale booster 
— “a small patch of blue sky, a 
little optimism and enthusiasm." - 


FLAT FOR RENT 

First floor. 


Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
glassed-in veranda with central heating. 


Location: Jabal Hussein, “Firas Circle" 


Call tel: 678417, between 7 and 10 p.m. 



record and failed to break it. Wal- 
ker pulled out of the World Cup 
1400 metres in Dussetdorf to the 
jeers of a crowd. 

The humiliation was bard to 
bear for a man who had been the 
dariingof the European circuit but 
he had no chance to strike back. 
The next season, operations on his 
calf muscle meant he was not a 
contender for anything. 

Against the odds and the pun- 
dits' predictions, he came back. 

Walker was no longer the per- 
petual pre-race favourite. losing 
as often as he won. Bui he was 
back among the elite, running as 
fast as he ever had. and sometimes 
faster. 

Walker's goal was the Moscow 
Olympics. Even if he was unlikely 
to end up on the medal stand, he 
wanted to be at the 1 980 games to 
defend the title he had won four 
years earlier. 

Since then Walker has settled as 
a circuit runner, heading off each 
year for Europe and North Ame- 
rica, picking up prize money for 
places and the occasional win and 
good enough still to run his fifth 
sub-3:50 mile last year, nine years 
. and 17 days after his first. 

Walker's biographer Ron P21- 
enski believes the runner will be 
remembered as 'probably the 
most durable miler the world has 
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SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


* Living- rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

* Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club B for children 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 



.Tne youthful 
style with an 
eye to the tome 


TeL 663890 Civil defence street 


To advertise in 
this section 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditkmed 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman; 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 


3rd Circle. Jabal Amman i 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 


PEKING DUCK A 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ABE OUR SPECIALITIES 


Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

Tel. 38968 


i 


VISIT SOON! 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


T«l. 41093 


| TGI. 410 



CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate', near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 81821? 

Come and taste our. 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon- 3:30 pm. 
0s30 p-m. - iUd nlght 


CHINA 
RESTAURANT! 


The . first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take.”- away service ava- 

' Stable 

Opea daa/l 130 030 - and 6:30 
11:00 


AQABA; TeL 4415 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 
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TfBUEKOS AIRES (R) — Arg- 
entina’s top. two financial officials 
have" resigned after successfully 
renegotiating the country’s $48. 
bOfion foreign debt, a presidential 
press spokesman aakL 

The re&gnations came as the 
nation’s chronic inflation swung 
wildly -out-of control, threatening 
'agreements reached after year- 
long talks with the International 
Monetary- Fund (IMF) and cre- 
ditor banks, local economists said. 

Tim official spokesman said 
President Raul Alfonsin accepted 
yhe resignations of Economy Min- 
ister Bernardo Grinspun and Cen- 
itral Bank President Enrique Gar- 
cia Vazquez. 

There was no official exp- 
lanation of why they quit! 

Mr. Alfonsin appointed Pla- 
nning Secretary Juan Sourroutlle 
as economy minister and Mr. Alf- 
redo Concepcion, secretary of int- 
ernal commerce, as central bank 
president.. 

Mr. Grinspun and Mr. Garcia 
Vazquez had won a $1.42 billion 
IMF standby loan and $4.2 billion 
in fresh funds. 

Mr. Cesar Jaroslavsky, head of 


Argentine officials resign 


the radical block of senators m the 
congress, said: “This change app- 
ears to respond to the new app- 
roach that the president would 
like to make at present — rea- 
ctivating the economy and red- 
ucing inflation.” 

Radical party sources said the 
party was split over the economy 
minister's record- Traditionalists 
criticised the failure of the fight 
against inflation and a five- 
month-old attempt to work out a 
social pact with labour and ind- 
ustrialists. 

Mr. Alfonsin was twice forced 
to step in to save the talks, most 
recently last week .when he rec- 
ognised that the government had 
failed to compensate workers for 
losses caused by inflation during 
the last quarter of 1984. 

Mr: Sourrouille, 44, is the aut- 
■hor of a recent five-year plan for 
economic growth that has been 
praised by both Mr. Alfonsm's 
radicals and members of the opp- 
ositon Peronist Party. 

The plan emphasises export 
industries, both agricultural and 
industrial, as the key to growth in 
the nation’s debt-burdened eco- 


nomy. He said recently his plan 
would only be successful if inf- 
lation was tamed. 

Last September Mr. Grinspun 
unveiled a three-month plan to 
defeat inflation. It briefly slowed 
the growth in the cost of living to 
IS per cent in the month of Nov- 
ember, but prices then shot upw- 
ards in December and January. 

January’s 25.1 per cent inflation 
was the second highest monthly' 
rate in the 14 months of Mr. Alf- 
onsin' s government and brought 
the yearly rate to a record 776.3 
per cent. 

Mr. Concepcion.63, unlike Mr. 
Sourrouille, is a member of the 
ruling party. He was chief of the 
national bank until recently when 
he was appointed to the new 
commerce post. 

Mr. Grinspun, an aggressive 
negotiator, was scheduled to app- 
ear this week before the party lea- 
dership which was conducting a 
critical review of its first year in 
power. 

Mr. Alfonsin took power in 
December 1983 ending eight 
years of military rule. 


European ministers fail 
to agree on extra finance 


Turkish banks face changes 
heed time to build strength 


BRUSSELS (R) — European Community (EC) for- 
eign ministers failed to agree Tuesday on how to 
fund a budget shortfall this year, plunging the group 
into new financial uncertainty, diplomats said. 

They said a formula for ending At Monday’s session of the min- 

the cash crisis was blocked by isterial talks, members were eve- 
West Germany. nly split on bow to accommodate 

West German diplomats said Spain's big fishing fleet after acc- 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich ession. 

Genscher told the other nine min- ‘To at the end of my tether” 
isters that their proposals to meet European agriculture and fis- 
the expected shortfall of $2 billion heries commissioner Mr. Frans 
were unacceptable to his country. Andriessen told Reuters after the 
They said the ministers would talks, the most controversial part 
return to their capitals convinced of a package which also covers 
that the only solution was direct farm products and the position of 
subsidies from their governments Iberian workers, 
as West Germany has proposed. Mr. Andriessen said he waspes- 
The other nine had proposed simisiic about the outcome of the 
that member governments pro- talks. 

vide emergency cash which would The chief Madrid and Lisbon 
be refunded when Spain and Por- negotiators. Spanish Foreign Min- 
tugal join the Community. They ister Fernando Moran and Por- 
are scheduled to become members tuguese Finance Minister Ernani 
on Jan. 1 next year. Lopes, were standing by for what 

Bonn says members must stick they hoped would be the final 
to the agreement reached at the .round in the eight-year neg- 
Community summit in France last otiations for group membership. 
June that the money to pay for the Madrid has made a strong piea 
bloc's enlargement would be pro- for decisive headway, saying that 
vided once Spain and Portugal failure to meet the 1986 deadline 
were in. could lead to rejection of con- 


tinued Spanish NATO mem- 
bership m a referendum next year. 
Bonn in particular is eager to keep 
Spain in the alliance. 

Meanwhile, the ministers Mon- 
day announced interim measures 
to allow developing countries to 
benefit from the third in a series of 
“Lome” trade and aid pacts bef- 
ore the agreements are ratified by 
member parliaments. 

Ministers from the Community 

and the 65-member African, Car- 
ibbean and Pacific (ACP) group 
signed the third in a series of 
wide-ranging, five year agr- 
eements in the Togolese capital. 
Lome, in December. 

But with the necessary rat- 
ification by the 10 Community 
parliaments and two-thirds of the 
ACP states unlikely before the 
end of this year, officials said tem- 
porary arrangements were needed 
once “Lome IT 1 elapsed at the end 
of this month. 

Some $5.4 bOIion of aid gua- 
ranteed by Lome 111 will dol be 
released until ratification. How- 
ever, diplomats said this would not 
affeci the implementation of aid 
projects since much of the Lome 11 
money was unspent. 


ISTANBUL (R) — As Turkey’s 
economy opens up to the outside 
world, Turkish banks are. making 
profits again but need time to 
build strength, bankers say. 

The banks have responded to 
competition by foreign banks and 
to changes caused by an easing of 
controls on foreign exchange, 
imports and foreign investment. 

How far and fast the lib- 
eralisation programme will go is 


egin, general manager of Yapi ve 
Kredi Bankasi. a middle-ranked 
private bank. 

Bui he said it would take a cou- 
ple of years before banks could 
write off the bad loans they took 
on in 1 980-83. “ In another year 
or two, they will be able to write 
off these loans with the profits," 
he said. 

Mr. Ozal opened the way for 
profitability by lifting a 32 per cem 


unclear but Turkey’ s 50-odd- interest ceiling on loans. Max- 
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banks, a dozen .of them state- 
owned, can expect more changes. 

Legislative moves are under 
way to boost banks’ capital, unr- 
avel the complicated threads con- 
necting them with industry and 
^reamline bankruptcy procedures 
which now make it difficult for 
banks to recover bad debts. 

The government of Prime Min- 
ister Turgut Ozal came to office at 
the end of 1 983 with a programme 
of reforms to end years of eco- 
nomic insularity and seek export- 
led growth. 


rmum rates on deposits were set 
and now stand at 35 per cent for 
one month, 53 per cent for three 
months and 52 per cent six 
months. Five per cent is the max- 
imum on current accounts. 

The government apparently 
remains committed to economic 
liberalisation, but some bankers 
wonder how resilient Turkish ind- 
ustry wQ] be to foreign com- 
petition. 

“If they really intend to keep on 
towards liberalism, there will be 
more bankruptcies ... 1 don’t think 


Government moves then hel- Turkey can afford that,” said Mr. 
ped erfd 1 a tHfe6-year‘ * liquidity j Nfelife I Qing5zr chief, financial off- : 
squeeze which had devastated ' icer ofrEnks HoldmgTbne ofrths* 
bank profits £nd : balance sheets, ■.'^country's largest companies; 


culminating in the collapse of a 
major brokerage house and enf- 
orced takeover of three banks. 

“The banking system turned 
around in 1984 and started to 
make operating profits ... this is 
continuing." said Mr. Husnu Ozy- 


• Most foreign bankers believe 
Turkish authorities will become 
more selective in granting new lic- 
ences to foreign banks and try io 
dilute the dominance of American 
banks. 

Out of the country’s 12 foreign 


banks, eight have opened bra- 
nches since 1981, five of them 
American, mainly to finance 
trade. 

Mr. Robert Brookes, assistant 
general manager of Bank of Bos- 
ton. said: “The Turkish banks 
have reacted quite aggressively. 
They don't see (foreign bank) par- 
ticipation as a threat to Turkey but 
realise the long-term effect of that 
competition could be very hea- 
lthy." 

Foreign bankers say profits are 
coming less easily as Turkish 
banks become more competitive. 
“The heyday of high profitability 
is over but good profitability is still 
possible" Mr. Brookes said. 

Inflation, now running above 50 
per cent according to most est- 
imates, is both an enemy and fri- 
end to Turkish banks as they try to 
shake off the effects of the liq- 
uidity squeeze. 

It shrinks their capital; reducing 
their ability to book new loans, but 
lowers the importance of their bad 
idebtsjj “Tn'aii Tritfaubnary - env- 
.itorunent, the growth of the sys- 
’ tem : helps tn minimising the size of 
problems." Mr. Ozyegin said. 

“The banking system grew by 
65 per cent last year because of 52 
per cent inflation. No new bad’ 
loans are coming on to the balance 
sheet and companies are in a much 
healthier state." he said. 


Thatcher stands firm on 
talks to end miners strike 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher Tuesday das- 
hed hopes of an early end to Bri- 
tain's 49-week-old coal strike 
when she told Labour leaders that 
the miners had to give way on pit 
closures before peace talks could 
resume. 

Before flying to Washington to 
see President Reagan, Mrs. Tha- 
tcher spent an hour discussing the 
strike with Trades Union Con- 
gress (TUC) chief Mr. Norman 
Willis and six other union leaders 
at her official residence. 10 Dow- 
ning Street. 

The meeting, requested by the 
TUC. was the first time Mrs. Tha- 
tcher had accepted a direct role in 
the strike. 

She said in a statement later she 
had told the the TUC any res- 
olution of the strike must deal 
“cl earl y and unambiguously, with, 
the central point of the dispute." 
Vfti scs .that the National Union 
■of Minewbrkers (N UM) must acc- 


ept. before negotiations resume, 
that the state-run National Goal 
Board (NCB) has the right to shut 
pits it deems uneconomic. 

NUM leader Mr. Arthur Sca- 
rgill, who was not at the meeting, 
insists that negotiations, which 
broke down last October, must 
begin without conditions. 

Mr. Willis had said he hoped a 
nudge from Mrs. Thatcher could 
get talks moving again in the str- 
ike. which began last March 12 
over NCB plans to shut 20 pits and 
phase out 20,000 jobs. 

After Tuesday’s talks he said 
Mrs. Thatcher promised to pass 
the TUCs views to the NCB 
which has said there remains a 
“yawning gap” between it and the 
union. 

Energy Secretary Peter Walker, 
asked ,if -anything -new had eme- 
rged gt the talks, said notflgg 
could. as the central issue rem- 
ained the same. “Major issued" 


had still to be decided. 

Political sources said a steady 
return to work in the coalfields 
was encouraging the government 
to sit tight and wait for the srrike to 
collapse. 

Tuesday 337 miners abandoned 
the strike and 46 per cent of the 
1 87,400 miners are now working, 
according to NCB figures. 

London’s Standard newspaper 
said NUM executive members had 
warned Mr. Scargill they were 
having extreme difficulty keeping 
their men out on strike, even in 
militant areas. 

The union’s executive is due to 
meet Wednesday, followed by a 
national delegates’ conference on 
Thursday. 

The strike has remained more 
or less solid in its heartland, Yor- 
kshire ._71 delegates of the 55,000 
minin' /there “-unanimously ree- 
ndorsed the strike Tuesday, a spo- 
kesman said. 


Dollar surges to new highs 


British Caledonian quintuples profit 


LONDON (R) — British Cal- 
edonian, Britain's biggest ind- 
ependent airline, Monday rep- 
orted a fivefold jump in profits, 
•. yue largely to lucrative sales of 
'surplus planes. 

Pre-tax profits rose from £33 
million ($3.6 million) in 1983 to 
£15.4 million ($16.8 million) — 
the company's highest ever — in 
the year to last Oct. 31 , chairman 
Sir Adam Thomson told a news 


conference. 

However, Finance Director 
Trevor Bond said the figures were 
not good enough to be the base for 
a stock market flotation which the 
. company was considering last year 
and the move has been postponed. 

Operating profits were slightly 
down from 1983 and the main 
boost to overall earnings came 
from sales of planes worth almost 
£9 minion ($9.8 million) and from 


an improvement in the firm's debt 
position. 

Profits from the airline imp- 
roved slightly despite disruptions 
to its services to Nigeria and Libya 
-linked to British diplomatic rifts 
with both countries. Sir Thomson 
said. 

A hotels subsidiaiy also per- 
formed well but the helicopters 
and travel agency divisions both 
lost money. 


FRANKFURT (R) — The dollar 
soared to new highs against many 
leading European currencies Tue- 
sday shrugging off a solo attempt 
by the Bundesbank, West Ger- 
many’s central bank, to cool spe- 
culative fever on the exchange 
markets. 

Dollar sales by the Bundesbank 
forced the U.S. currency down to 
around 3.29 marks in early trading 
but it quickly regained its poise to 
hit a year high of 33230 
marks. 

The dollar reached all-time rec- 
ord highs against the Italian lira 
and French franc and a 10-year 
high against the Swiss franc. The 


pound sterling dropped to a day’s 
low of $1 .0880. 0.4 cents above its 
all-time record low. 

Currency dealers said the Bun- 
desbank sold an estimated $50 
million in early trading in an app- 
arent bid to prevent “disorderly’ 
conditions rather than stop the 
dollar rising. 

Mr. Ernst Pullmann of the Cen- 
tral German Savings Bank here 
said: “ With sales between $50 and 
$100 million (the Bundesbank) 
can’t stop or turn the dollar 
round." 

The dollar opened in New York 
after Monday’s break for Was- 
hington's birthday at 3.3222 


marks. 

Currency traders here said the 
dollar’s advance through 3.30 
marks, widely expected by exp- 
erts, was not due to speculation 
but broad-based demand. 

Lingering dealer fears of a rep- 
eat of “black Friday" — last Sept- 
21 when the Bundesbank poured 
$450 million into the market here 
to halt the dollar — were being 
gradually eroded by the failure of 
leading central banks to act tog- 
ether. 

At Tuesday s daily currency f x- 
ing in Frankfurt the Bundesbank 
refused to sell dollars for the sec- 
ond straight day. 


'l am NOT immature! If you don't believe 

me, ask my mother!" 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


its no use/ 

I CANT GET IT 
OFF' 




Unscramble thaw tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torn 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 
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Andy Capp 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the awpriw answer, as sug* 
.geared by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers 

Junbfee.-- LOWLY ’mill. NETHER INDUCT . 
Answer. A scratch pad I* for people who have this at ■ 


odd times and places— 
the rrcHTO Write 






I WAS FORGETTING- 
— rns A '■FR!ENbl2/* ~ HE 
]X)E3NT CLOBBER SOU 
IF NOU DON'T HAVE 
THE BALL 



LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (AP) — Share prices rose on the London stock exc- 
hange on Tuesday. But dealers said trading was thin. 

After a mixed start, bargain-hunters and then stoploss buyers 
fuelled a gradual rally that lifted blue chips 2-7 pence. ICJ surged 
23 pence. Glaxo climbed 17 and BRT 14. 

British government stocks were 1/16 better. 

Major oild shares improved 2-7 pence, except for Burmah, 
which was untraded. 

Mainlisi South African gold minings lost 50-75 cents in modest 
turnover. 

Among bank shares, the four main British banks declined 2 
pence, except for un traded Barclays. 

The major advances were in chemicals, meials-fabricuiors. hea- 
lth and household goods and insurance brokers. 

Among marginal losers were merchant banks, composite ins- 
urances. building materials, foods, stores, office equipment and 
shippings. 

The Financial Times index was 30 industrials closed at 977.5. 
‘up 7.0. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LOND6N (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.0895/0905 

U.S. dollars 

1.3440/43 

Canadian dollars 

3.3125/45 

West German marks 

3.7500/50 

Dutch guilders 

2.8115/35 

Swiss francs 

66.60/67 

Belgian francs 

10.1225/1325 

French francs 

2045.0/7.0 

Italian lire 

261.50/65 

Japanese yen 

9.3475/3575 

Swedish crowns 

9.4825/4925 

Norwegian crowns 

1 1.8525/8625 

Danish crowns 

302.85/303.35 

U.S. dollars 



One ounce of gold 


W "■’‘YOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carrol! Righter Institute ■ 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FER. 20, 1985* 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early part of the Bay 
and until evening: brings you an opportunity to get into 
your most rhoriahivl desires and to arrange to put them 
into motion tomorrow. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Plan some new way of 
handling your affairs so that you can gain your aims 
more quickly and easily. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Think over how best 

you can gain your personal aims and then get busy with 
new arrangements made. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Make a special effort 

to get career work done since the aspects are very good 
andyoumakebig headway. ... 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21} Find some 
newer ways of gaining your aims and the results are bet- 
ter, but tonight be very conventional. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Think about promises you 
have made and how brat to carry through with them so 
that all are satisfied. 

VIRGO (Aug 22 to Sept 22) If you go into every angle 
of agreements with partners you can come to a fine 
understanding today. Be willing to compromise. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22} Get your environment 
as you would like it to.be so that you can be more effi- 
cient and comfortable in it 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Plan amusements dur- 
ing spare hours that can relieve tensions and uplift your - 
spirits. Your mate may be in a bad mood this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get your home 
in better condition in the morning and tonight remain 
poised if an argument starts there. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can handle 
business affairs very well during the daytime, so get 
busy early and accomplish a great deal. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get financial affairs 
nicely solved during the day but do not be extravagant 
in the evening. Get good ideas. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) After a day concen- 
trating on personal aims, the evening is not good for be- 
ing sotiaL 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she win 
early comprehend how to use idealistic concepts so that 
they can become practical realities and should have a 
fine education that will be very helpful in improving this 
ability. Good ethical and spiritual studies should be 
given early in life, and good manners taught. 


THE Daily Crossword ByE»nniB««h»f 



1 Poppycock 
5 Afr.lake 
8 ToBioIm 

13 Earthen pot 

14 In what 
position 

15 Coll act taxaa 

16 Bring up 

17 Ba stimulated 

18 Lulu 

19 Maintain 
secrecy 

22 Dfcpeueu 

23 Petition 

24 Search out 
27 Chocked 

32 Vbiecovorad 

33 Lothario 

34 Eggs 

35 Intrepid 

36 — Up0n- 
■poetad) 

37 Atterthemo 
errtwo 

38 Before 

39 Put off 

40 SHght degree 

41 Spread heat 

43 Owed tightly 

44 New Deal 
tottare 

45 Stray 

46 Simultaneously 

54 fr.lliistn- 
tor 

55 SHy 

68 Sheet of lee 

57 Finished 

58 Eatery 

56 Addict 

60 HUeMgantor 
one 

61 Ot h erwi s e 

62 MetaiBcveki 


2 Butttffne . 

3 Lath 

4 Concealed 

5 Mountebank 

6 E x c ite me n t 

7 Principal 
6 Loathed 

9 Furnace pert 
10 Meeb fabric 


Bill 
III i 

mumm\ 
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11 Allege 

12 US explorer 
14 Forcefuly 

takeaway 

20 Regretted 

21 OM-tlme actor 
Mtacba 

24 Thread 

26 Portugal city 
28 hi a tizzy 

27 Napped 

28 By any chance 
26 Relating to 


Yestantay'i Puzzle Solved: 


31 Pasae 
33 Raft or Jacket 

36 n a ti ve 

37 Base 
36 Hazard 
40 Brand 

42 Belong M> 
right 

43 Quiet In 
demeanor 


UHO IJUiaUlil UUHB 
tiiiiLsa iiuaaa uaar.1 
LKiiaanciLiaauaauaa 
□hhbeiuhoj □□aaaa 
uuua auuu 

□HUH UQQJH HHUil 

uiJaona anna uau 

LiauuHaaciaaEoacija 
HHB Quiaci HaauHH 
hush mum anaa 
huhh aaan 
□qhhhd natiuanaa 
HaUHUHQUlilHElElUaH 

iuddo annua aaaa 
□Luuu auojaa huh 


46 Pedestal 
occupant 

47 Exploding 
star 

48 Arduous 


46 Actres s Taylor Journey 


51 Aawafl 

52 Two — sloth 
63 —goes I 














;N»bfjd news 

U.S. withdraws 2 more 
New Zealand invitations 


WELLINGTON (R) — Prime Minister David Lange 
said Tuesday the United States had withdrawn two 
more invitations to New Zealand to take part in 
military exercises following his government’s ban on 
visits by nuclear ships. 


Mr. Lange said the fresh can- 
cellation of all non -routine def- 
ence contacts left him “with a bit 
•of egg on my face.” 

“But that is worth it for this pol- 
icy." he told reporters. “ We have 
spoken as a country, the gov- 
ernment has a policy and it’s going 
to stand up to it.” 

The United States earlier rea- 
cted to the New Zealand ban by 
cal ling off two naval exercises and 
■a meeting on military com- 
munications due to have started in 
Australia Monday, ft also can- 
celled a visit by New Zealand par- 
liamentarians to defence hea- 
dquarters in Hawaii. 

Mr. Lange Tuesday confirmed 
press reports that Washington had 
also withdrawn invitations to the 
annual Team Spirit games in 
South Korea and the roll call exe- 
rcise in Fiji and Australia inv- 
olving ANZUS pact partners Aus- 
tralia. New Zealand and the Uni- 
ted States as well as Canada. 
Military sources said New Zea- 


land would have sent a small con- 
tingent of army officers to the 
Korean exercise while roll call was 
a “paper exercise” to which it 
would have sent 150 voluntary 
naval reservists. 

Mr. Lange said the latest can- 
cellations were "unfortunate,” 
but “the real test will come (if) we 
are confronted with the can- 
cellations of ... exercises which go 
to the heart of our efficiency, our 
ability to defend ourselves in con- 
juction with our allies.” 

He repeated his contention that 
the U.S. reaction would stop short 
of the cancellation of major man- 
oeuvres like Operation Kangaroo, 
the major exercise on the 1985 
ANZUS calendar. 

“We know ... that in the end we 
have so much which binds us that 
we are inevitably committed, each 
to the other, and we can work it 
through.” Mr. Lange said. “But in 
the meantime there's going to be a 
bit of wincing and ouching.” 

Mr. Lange has insisted that the 


New S. Korean premier 
pledges more democracy 


SEOUL (R) — New Prime Min- 
ister Lho Shin- Yong was sworn in 
Tuesday with a pledge to bring ful- 
ler democracy to South Korea. 

Mr. Lho, 54, a former int- 
elligence chief, told a press con- 
ference the results of national ele- 
ctions last Tuesday reflected the 
will of the people for democratic 
freedoms. 

He said he understood the 40 
million South Koreans wanted 
political stability as well as the 
development of democracy. 

The New Democratic Party 
(NKDP), backed by dissident Kim 
Dae -Jung, scored unexpected 
gains to become the strongest 
opposition group in parliament 
with 67 seats although President 
Chun Doo H wan’s Democratic’ 
-Justice Party (DJP) retained a 
majority. 

“We will carry out a mote hon- 
est, faithful government respect- 
ing the will of the people”, said 
Mr. Lho, a former- foreign min- 
ister. 

Mr. Kim, 59, who returned on 
Feb. 8 from two years of exile in 


the United States! said he had no 
particular complaints about Mr. 
Chun's cabinet reshuffle Monday. 

It was the largest reshuffle since 
Mr. Chun came to power in 1980. 
Mr. Lho replaced ailing Premier 
Chin Iee-Cbong and 12 other min- 
isters in the 22-member cabinet 
were affected. 

“ 1 still doubt the sincerity of Mr. 
Chun’s government as. for ins- 
• lance, indicated by the naming as 
information minister of Lee 
Won-Hong, chief for the Korea 
Broadcasting System, which uni- 
laterally favoured the ruling class 
in the election.' 7 Mr. Kim said. 

“1 wonder if this could mean 
that the new cabinet would be 
more hardline in future dealing 
with democratic demands despite 
the government’s pledge to work 
for more democracy. Let’s wait 
and.see.” 

DJP sources said their leaders 
were divided on whether the ele- 
ction outcome should be viewed as 
humiliation for the party, which, 
was expected to carry out its own 
reshuffle this week. 


Filipino army chief, hoteliers 
to discuss hotel security 


MANILA (R) — Army chief 
Fidel Ramos has called a meeting 
of Philippine Hotel managers to 
discuss security and fire safety fol- 
lowing last week's hotel blaze 
which killed 25 people, industry 
sources said Tuesday. 

Tourism Ministry officials were 
also expected to attend the mee- 
tingon Thursday, which waslikely 
to assess the impact of the fire at 
the Regent of Manila Hotel on the 
holiday trade. 

One hotel executive said he had 
received two group cancellations 
as a direct result of the Regent 
fire, the fifth and worst in Manila 
during the past Cve months. 

The executive, who asked not to 
be identifled, also said two int- 
ernational organisations based in 
Manila — the World Health Org- 
anisation (WHO) and the Asian 


development Bank (ADB) — had 
written to ask about fire safety 
drills and other precautions. 

“Everyone is very jumpy,” he 
said. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from the ADB or the WHO. 
Three bank consultants were 
among those who died at the Reg- 
ent fire, as well as a Sri Lankan 
government official who was att- 
ending an ADB-sponsored sem- 
inar. 

Police and firemen suspect 
arson. 

About 25 people- were killed 
last October in a fire at the Pines 
Hotel in Baguio, a resort town 200 
kilometres north of Manila, and 
1 6 died in two of four hotel fires in 
Manila during the following six 
weeks. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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GIVEAWAY BY CHANCE 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
♦ J8743 
" AE 109 
C- Void 
*4-132 

WEST EAST 

+ AQI09 *2 

*T Q J87 <r6432 

C-7 0 9652 

♦ JI098 ♦ K765 

SOUTH 
* K65 
T5 

-AKQJ 10843 


covered with dummy’s queen. East 
produced the king, and it was now 
obvious West would have to have 
every other card for his takeout 
double. Had West been silent, 
declarer’s best chance would have 
been to lead a spade toward his 
king, but now he cast around' for an 
alternate line. 

After winning the ace of duba, 
declarer started to run his trumps. 
West was able to discard safely un- 
til the last trump, when this posi- 
tion had been reached: 

♦ J8 
7 AK 10 


♦ A 

The bidding; 
South West 

North 

Coat 

* AQ 

o. 

♦ - 

♦ 2 

I ■> 

Dbie 

Rdbte 

Pass 

*QJ8 

*643 

3 0 

Pass 

3 ♦ 

Pass 

: - 

o - 

4 v 

Puss 

4 * 

Pass 


♦ 7 

6 v 

Pass 

Pass 

Poos 


+ K65 


Opening lead: Jack of * . 

Sometimes a perfectly normal ac 
tion can have unfortunate repercus- 
sions. West learned that expensive 
lesson on this deal. 

With the right distribution and 
considering the vulnerability, no 
one can quibble with West’s deci- 
sion to make a light takeout double 
of South's one diamond opening bid. 
After North's redouble it simply 
became a matter of how high his 
side would get to, and the small 
slam certainly seemed reasonable 
to South in the light of his partner's 
bidding. 

West led the jack of clubs and 
declarer made a fine play when he 


The last trump finished West. If 
he discarded a heart, dummy's 
three hearts would all be Lricks; if 
he let go the queen of spades, dum- 
my would get rid of the 10 of hearts 
and declarer would simply drive ouL 
the ace of spades. Either way. the 
slam was in the bag. 

Does this mean you should never 
make a light takeout double? No. 
More often than not, such action 
will permit your side to compete ef- 
fectively. But you must (ace the fact' 
that once in a while even a proper 
bid is going to rebound on you. 


three ANZUS allies are con- 
tinuing a normal exchange of int- 
elligence information despite the 
withdrawal of invitations to exe- 
rcises. 

He said Monday he would go to 
the United States and Britain next 
week to defend personally his 
: Labour government 7 s ban on nuc- 
i lear warships. 

Public support for New Zea- 
' land's ban on ships capable of car- 
rying nuclear weapons has shown 
up in the second opinion poll pub- 
' lished here in two days. 

According to a poll for a Tel- 
evision News Show. 52 per cent of 
> New Zealanders backed the Lab- 
‘ our government's ban on port vis- 
its by nuclear ships. 

i The Heylen/Eyewitness Poll 
said 73 per cent of people sup- 
• ported a total ban on entry of nuc- 
lear weapons to the South Pacific 
nation — a three per cent fell from 
■ the earlier poll. . i 

Mr. Lange said on radio the 
poll, coupled with majority sup- 
port shown by another poll Sun- 
day, showed New Zealanders ide- 
ntified with his policy. 

“It’s an endorsement which I 
expected but nonetheless it’s wel- 
come,” Mr. Lange said. 

French 
rightists 
ahead 
in polls 

PARIS (R) — France' s right-wing 
opposition would defeat the ruling 
Socialists if parliamentary ele- 
ctions were held in France now. an 
opinion poll said Tuesday. 

The poll by the Sofres Org- 
anisation. published in the right- 
, wing daily Le Figaro, said 58 per 
cent of voters would support the 
opposition. 40 percent would vote 
for the left and two percent for the 
Ecologists. 

The poll, little changed from a 
survey three months ago, shows 
the Neo-Gaullist RPR Party rem- 
aining France’s strongest, with 26 
per cent of the vote. The centre- 
right UDF would get 22 per cent 
and the extreme-right National 
Front nine per cent. ‘ 

On the left, 24 per cent would 
vote for the Socialists, 13 per cent 
for the Communists and three per 
cent for other groups. 

Elections for the National Ass- 
embly are due in 13 months, under 
France’s present “first- 
past-the-post” voting system. 
Tuesday’s poll would cut the Soc- 
ialist Party’s absolute majority of 
269 seats to a mere 50. But the* 
government is expected to int- 
roduce a form of proportional rep- 
resentation soon. 

Political commentators expect 
the right-wing opposition to retain 
control of a majority of France’s 
departments in local elections due 
next month under the present ele- 
ctoral system. 

Switzerland 
struggles 
against 
heavy snow 

GENEVA (R) — Western Swi- 
tzerland Tuesday -was struggling 
against the heaviest snowfalls this 
century with the Geneva area rep- 
orted to be in total chaos. 

Some 250 flights have been 
cancelled or diverted since the 
city’s international airport was 
closed to traffic last Saturday, air- 
port officials said. Snow lay up to 
60 centimetres deep on the run- 
ways. 

The city and surrounding vil- 
lages, which rarely see much snow 
in the winter, were caught by sur- 
prise as the snowfalls, the heaviest 
since 1870. hit the area. 

The Geneva authorities have 
set up a crisis centre to get the 
city's transport services, brought 
to a virtual halt, back into ope- 
ration. 

“It is complete catastrophe in 
Geneva, the city has not caught up 
with the snowfalls two days after 
they began," a spokeswoman for 
the Swiss Touring Gub said. 

About 100 unemployed people 
were hired to join 400 other wor- 
kers to clear the city's streets, city 
officials said. 

The opening of a United Nat- 
ions conference on a new int- 
ernational cocoa agreement, due 
to resume Monday at Geneva's 
Palais Des Nations, was pos- 
tponed until Tuesday as delegates 
were unable to reach the con- 
ference centre. 

Although the snow stopped fal- 
ling Monday, roads remained blo- 
cked, with many people getting 
about on skis. 

In central Switzerland, two tra- 
ins were hit by an avalanche Mon- 
day, killing a train conductor and 
seriously injuring another person. 





* 


U.S.-SOVIET: After a pause or some seven 
years, the United States and the Soviet Union mef 
Tuesday to inform each other on their positions in 
the Middle East conflict. The U.S. delegation was 
headed by Assistant Secretary of State Richard S. 


Murphy, here brushing past a journalist and saying 
there would be no comment on the meeting. The 
picket fence surrounds the Soviet embassy, where 
the first meeting took place (AP whrephoto) 


Vietnam 
accused 
of using 
chemical 
weapons 

ARANYAPRATHET. Thailand 
(R) — Five Khmer Rouge gue- 
rrillas were killed and 1 1 wounded 
by Vietnamese shells filled with 
toxic chemicals in fighting near the 
Thai border during the night, Thai 
military officers said Tuesday. 

They said the fighting broke out 
when a small guerrilla band tried 
to harass Vietnamese forces at the 
former Khmer Rouge mountain 
stronghold of Phnum Mak Hoeun 
12 kilometres south of the Thai 
border town of Aranyaprathet. 

The guerrillas came under roc- 
ket and mortar fire and most of 
their casualties were reported cau- 
sed by toxic chemicals. 

Phnum Mak Hoeun was among 
the first of the Khmer Rouge def- 
ence positions to fall to the Vie- 
tnamese in their sweep of the for- 
mer guerrilla complex of Phnom 
Malai. 

In Bangkok officials at the army 
scientific depanment said several 
Vietnamese shells which hit Thai 
territory in the last few days were 
found to cany traces of phosgene 
gas and hydrogen cyanide. They 
said phosgene gas killed victims 
within 24 to 48 hours while hyd- 
rogen cyanide gas caused almost 
instantaneous death. 

Thai officers at the border said 
in the latest shelling attack more 
than 20 rockets and mortar bombs 
hit a Thai village destroying three 
houses. No casualties were rep- 
orted. 

They said although Hanoi's for- 
ces had succeeded in sweeping 
most of the guerrilla bases along 
the border they still expected 
cross-border incidents to occur. 

Refugees confirmed Thai mil- 
itary reports that the Peking- 
backed Khmer Rouge, the dom- 
inant force in the U.N.-recognised 
Coalition Government of Dem- 
ocratic Kampuchea, were ope- 
rating deeper in Kampuchea- 

More than 240.000 Kam- 
puchean civilians who formerly 
lived in guerrilla-controlled san- 
ctuaries near the border have been 
forced to flee to Thailand since the 
Vietnamese dry-season offensive 
began last November. 


Sri Lanka denies attacks 
on fleeing Tamil refugees 


NEW pELHI (R) — Several 
Tamil refugees fleeing to India 
from Sri Lanka were wounded 
when Colombo's Navy fired on 
their boats, the United News of 
India (UNI) said Tuesday. 

A Sri Lankan Navy spokesman 
in Colombo denied the report. 

“No Sri Lankan Navy patrol 
craft has fired at any boat.” he told 
Reuters. 

The report followed the return 
to Delhi of India's high com- 
missioner in Colombo to discuss a 
Sri I.ankan proposal for joint 
□aval patrols in the 30 'kilometre 
wide Palk Straits separating the* 
two countries. 

UNI news agency said the sho- 
oting forced three boats carrying 
more than 100 Tamils to change 
course and land at Dhanushkodi, 
20 kilometres away. 

UNT said about 927 refugees 
arrived Monday in Ram-, 
eshwaram. Tamil Nadu state, to 
join more than 4,400 refugees alr- 
eady there. 

A further 130 refugees who set 
out in four boats were expected to 
arrive soon in Tamil Nadu, whose 
■majority Tamil population has 
dose links with Sri Lanka's Tam- 
ils, UNI said. 

India’s High Commissioner .ml 
C olombo, SJ.S. Chhatwai,- arr- 
ived here Monday to discuss pos- 
sible joint patrols of the Palis Str- 
aits to prevent clashes between the 


Sri I .aniran Navy and Indian fis- 
herman. 

An Indian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman told reporters India 
would study the proposal, del- 
ivered to Mr. Chhatwal when he 
called on the Sri Lankan Foreign 
Ministry to protest against the 
reported killing of two Indian fis- 
hermen by the Sri Lankan Navy 
last week. Colombo has denied 
the charge. 

Colombo says a surveillance 
zone was set up in the straits for 
the navy to patrol the island’s ter- 
ritorial waters and enforce checks 
on guerrillas disguised as fis- 
hermen. 

But fishermen from both cou- 
ntries have accused the Sri I.ankan 
Navy of preventing them from 
earning their livelihood from nea- 
rby areas rich in prawns. Fis- 
hermen have staged protests in 
Ram eshwaram against the rep- 
orted attacks. 

In Colombo, Sri Lankan pol- 
' iticians have accused a Tamil lea- 
der of treachery for asking India to 
send troops to settle ethnic unrest 
on the island. 

Appapillai Amirthalingam, 
who heads the separatist Tamil 
United Liberation Front, called 
on India last Thursday. to. int- 
ervene in the conflict between the 
majority Sinhalese and minority 
Tamil communities. India rej- 
ected the appeal. 
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148 die 
in Iberia 
crash 

BILBAO, Spain (R) — A Boeing 
727 of the Spanish Airline Iberia 
crashed into a mountain in foggy 
weather near here Tuesday as’ it 
was preparing to land and officials 
said all 148 people on board were 
feared killed. 

Rescue workers at the scene 
said the plane slammed into the 
1,026-metre Mount Oiz 10 min- 
utes before it was due to land at 
Bilbao's Sondica Airport on a sch- 
eduled flight from Madrid. 

Civil Guard units reported that 
charred human remains and wre- 
ckage were strewn over a large 
area of die mountain top. 

Rescue workers said there were 
no signs of survivors despite ear- 
lier statements by Iberia that 
about 20 might have escaped. 

“With the magnitude of the 
impact we cannot imagine that 
there were any survivors.” a res- 
cue worker told Spanish National 
Radio. 

A list released by Iberia said 
141 passengers, including Bol- 
ivian Labour Minister Gonzalo 
Guzman Eguez and former Spa- 
nish Foreign Minister Gregorio 
Lopez Bravo, and seven crew 
were on board. 

Rescuers had difficulty reaching 
the scene of the crash in hilly cou- 
ntry 30 kilometres south east of 
Bilbao near the town of Durango. 

It was the worst airline disaster 
in Spain since 276 people died in 
two crashes at Barajas Airport, 
Madrid, on Nov. 27 and Dec. 7, 
1983. 

Control tower officials at Son- 
dica said Captain Jose Luis Patino 
reported no problems as he bro- 
ught the three-engined airliner on 
to the final approach route. 

Air traffic officials said the last 
contact with the plane was at 9.25 
local time (0825GMT). 10 min- 
utes before the scheduled landing 
time. 

More than 200 Civil Guards, 
backed by air force helicopters 
and local rescue services, searched 
the steep slopes of the pine for- 
ested mountain, which has tel- 
evision and radio antennae on its 
barren top. 

Sondica Airport is regarded as 
one of the trickiest in Spain but 
meets all aviation requirements 
and bandies national and int- 
ernational flights. - . >■ • ,f«- 

The rescue officials said the 
plane was totally. destroyed and 
debris was scattered over more 
than two kilometres. 


Canada gives go-ahead for cruise test 


OTTAWA (R) — A court Tue- 
sday cleared the way for the first 
free-flight test of a U.S. unarmed 
cruise missile over Canada, des- 
pite protests by anti-nuclear and 
environmental groups. 

The Canadian Supreme Court 
refused to grant an injunction to 
an anti-nuclear organisation cal- 
led Operation Dismantle which 
wanted to stop the test. 

The missile was due to be lau- 
nched from a.B-52 bomber over 
the Beaufort Sea Tuesday. The 
launch point will be 1,500 kil- 
ometres from Soviet air space, 
well within the missile's range. 

Operation Dismantle argued in 
court that a nuclear war could be 
triggered accidentally if the mis- 
sile strayed into Soviet territory. 

But government lawyer Ian 
Binnie said the publicity sur- 


rounding the test had ensured the 
Soviet Union knew when and 
where the test was taking place, 
and if the missile did stray the Sov- 
iets would regard it as an accident. 

Two previous cruise missiles 
tests conducted over Canadian 
territory involved cruise missiles 
tethered to B-52 bombers. 

The missile is due to fly at a 
speed of 800 kilometres an hour at 
a height of just 50 to 150 metres 
above the ground. 

The Canadian Defence Dep- 
artment has said it will come no 
closer than eight kilometres from 
any community. It will also be 
shadowed by two aircraft and 
taken over by remote control at 
any time if necessary. 

If the test is terminated while 
the missile is in flight, it is pro- 


grammed to climb to 1200 metres 
and float to the ground by par- 
achute. the department said. 

The Greepeace environmental 
group has said it intends to sab- 
otage the rest with what it calls its 
“cruise catcher” — 26 helium- 
filled balloons equipped with 
radar deflectors. 

A group spokesman said sab- 
oteurs would be stationed within 
the missile's 2.500 kilometres long 
flight corridor, which follows the 
MacKenzie River across British 
Columbia and into Alberta, where 
it is due to land in the Cold Lake 
area. 

The test was taking place under 
a controversial Canadian- U.S. 
weapons testing agreement signed 
by the former Liberal government 
of Perre Trudeau. 


CBS, Westmoreland claim victory as suit ends 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. Vie- 
tnam War Commander William 
Westmoreland claims he has his 
honour restored, but his chief acc- 
users say they too have been vin- 
dicated. 

Such was the unexpected out- 
come of what had been billed as 
“the libel trial of.the century” — 
Westmoreland’s SI 20 million suit 
against CBS for claiming in a 1 982 
documentary that he deliberately 
underestimated the size of the 
enemy poised against the United 
States and its allies. 

The white-haired 70-year-old 
retired general Monday dropped 
his suit against CBS saying it had 
given him the apology he had sou- 
ght for three years. 


But CBS denied that its sta- 
tement saying it had never que- 
stioned his patriotism constituted - 
an apology for the show’s con- 
tention that he misled the Ame- 
rican people by insisting that 
enemy troops were fewer than 
300,000 men while his own exp- 
erts were saying that figure was 
close to double that. 

CBiS newsman Mike Wallace, 
who narrated the documentary 
“■pie Uncounted Enemy — A' 
Vietnam deception,” likened 
Westmoreland's dropping the suit 
to an old solution to the Vietnam 
War proposed by the late Senator 
George Aiken. 

“Aiken said the United States 


should declare victory in Vietnam 
and get out. That is what Wes- 
tmoreland did,” Wallace-said in an 
interview with the Cable News 
Network. 

At a packed press conference, 
Gen. Westmoreland did indeed 
declare victory. " I got all I wanted. 
It satisfies me... this has been a 
long, laborious, traumatic exp- 
erience for my wife and L But 1 
have no regrets.” 

The suit was dropped just a 
week before the case begun last 
October was to have gone to the 
jury. The end of the legal action 
also came as testimony from for- 
mer Westmoreland aides began to 
dramatically veer against him. 


Two ex-aides testified that Gen. 
Westmoreland thought the higher 
estimates of enemy troops were a 
political bombshell and. in the 
end, they were not reported to 
Washington. 

Gen. Westmoreland’s attorney 
had approached CBS last week to 
settle the case. 

Many specialists in Freedom of 
the Press cases declared the- 
mselves relieved that the case was 
over and had not resulted in a dec- 
ision against CBS. 

They said an adverse decision 
could have chilled future press 
investigations. But it was est- 
imated that CBS had to spend 
about $9 million to defend itself, 


El Salvador discusses aid with Nicaraguan rebel leader 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Nic- 
araguan rebel leader Eden Pas- 
te ra has been seeking more ass- 
istance to fight the leftist gov- 
ernment in Managua from El Sal- 
vador, which U.S. officials say has 
replaced Washington as a key sou- 
rce of aid to the rebels. 

Senior Salvadorean military off- 
icials said the army high command 
had met Mr. Pastora to consider 
requests for logistical and material 
help which he made on several 
trips to El Salvador over the past 
eight months. 

Salvadorean President Jose 
Napoleon Duarte confirmed in a 
recent interview that Mr. Pastora 
had been to El Salvador several 
times but said he did not know of 
any assistance given to him. 


The visits came as the Reagan 
administration was expected to 
face difficulties in obtaining con- 
gressional approval for at least 
S 14 million in new funding for the 
rightist rebels, known as Contras, 
to fight Nicaragua's ruling San- 
dinist National Liberation Front 
(FSLN). 

Washington has given the Con- 
tras $80 million worth of aid since 
1982 but last year Congress cut off 
funds because of widespread con- 
troversy over the rebels’ activities. 

U.S. officials say El Salvador. 
Israel and Honduras have now 
replaced Washington as the main 
source of aid to the .Contras. 

Mr. Pastora, a former Sandinist 
hero, became disenchanted with 
the Marxist bent of Nicaragua's 


revolution and his 2.500-strong 
army has been waging a two-year 
war against his old comrades. 

El Salvador, whose own army 
backed by Washington is fighting 
a civil war against leftist guerrillas, 
has so far helped the Nicaraguan 
rebels to keep a fleet of obs- 
ervation planes and handed out 
fuel and supplies from an airbase 
near San Salvador, the U.S. off- 
icials said. 

One senior army official said 
Mr. Pastora’ s last meeting with the 
Salvadorean military in early Jan- 
uary centred on the possibility of 
establishing a permanent support 
base for the Contras in eastern El 
Salvador near the Gulf of Fon- 
seca, which separates this country 
from Nicaragua. 


Mr. Pastora’s forces operate 
mainly in southern Nicaragua but 
he chums same units range ‘as far 
north as the Matagalpa River. 
Western military experts said a 
support base in eastern El Sal- 
vador would give him more fre- 
edom of movement in the north. 

The military officials said Mr. 
Pastora’ s chief supporter in the 
Salvadorean Armed Forces was 
Air Force General Juan Rafael 
BustHio who gave the rebels acc- 
ess to the Dopango Airbase. 

Gen. Bustillo was not available 
to comment on his links with Mr. 
Pastora but array Chief of Staff 
Adolfo Blandon told Reuters the 
airforce commander had no aut- 
hority to help the rebels. 


Princess Anne 
arrives in India 


NEW DELHI (R) — Princess ' 
Anne arrived in Calcutta Tuesday / 
to start a 10-day visit to India as , 
president of the Save the Children ¥ 
Fund. The priocesscame to India / 
in October but her trip was aba- • 
ndoned because of the ass- 
assination of P rim e Minister Ind- 
rra Gandhi '* 

College fined for 

cruelty to monkey 

BROMLEY, England (R) — Bri- 
tain's Royal College of Surgeons 
was fined £250 ($275) for cruelty 
to a monkey. The British Union 
for the Abolition of Vivisection 
brought the private prosecution 
after a raid last August on the col- 
liege’s research centre by about 80 
animal rights activists. The college 
* was fined for causing unnecessary / 
suffering to a monkey, said to have . ' 
been found during the raid in a 
state of severe dehydration. It, 
plans to appeal against the verdict?* 1 
It was cleared of other claims inv- 
olving monkeys found with their 
limbs broken after being trapped 
in mesh while trying to reach 
water trays. In southern Spain, 
several ecologists staged a sit-in 
Monday in the monkey cage at 
Huelva City Zoo. Members of the 
conservationist group An dal us 
were protesting over what they 
called the negligent care and poor 
conditions in the zoo, which they 
blamed for the deaths of several 
animals. 

Rio Carnival lives 
up to reputation 

• . i 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Rio . ; ; 
Carnival mixed the beautiful withfC 
the bizarre in a night-long orgy of 
music and abandon to confirm its 
title of the greatest amateur show 
on earth. The beauty was provided 
by lithe women with only sequins 
preserving their modesty while 
masked dancers and mythical bea- 
sts puffing steam gyranted in the 
mile-long samba parade. The girls ' 
.in skimpy costumes were more 
suitably dre&ed for the fiuniid 
‘tropical night than the dancers 
who sweated behind their ela- 
borate disguises during the 14- 
hour extravaganza. The two nights 
of the parade will see 1 50,000 pla- 
yers perform before 90.000 pay- 
ing spectators and an audience of 
millions more on television across 
the country. Each of the 1 6 samba 
schools tells a story, recalling a 
seamen's mutiny against flogging, 
the abolition, of slaveiy, or pra- 
ising Brazil's revolutionary Pre- 
sident Getulio Vargas who com- 
mitted suicide in 1 954. The rich in 
$1,000 boxes lining the route < 
spewed confetti over the dancers r. 
from huge plastic pipes and dou- 
sed them with $40-a-bottle imp- 
orted champagne, worth more 
than a month’s wages to many of 
the dancers from Rio’s slums. 


Woman pregnant 
from donor egg, 
donor sperm 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP)— An 
infertfle woman is expected soon 
to give birth after doctors at a hos- 
pital placed in her womb an emb- 
ryo from a donor’s egg fertilised 
by a donor's sperm, it was ann- 
ounced Monday. Scientists at Bru- 
ssels University said it was the. * 
second experiment in the world of 
they termed “pre-natal adoption” 
in which a woman received a 
donor egg fertilised by donor 
sperm. The first such attempt, car- 
ried out in 1983 in Australia, fai- 
led when the recipient mother 
miscarried, they added. The 
woman here is“ in stable condition 
and expected to give birth in a few 
weeks,” Paul Devroey.head of the 
team of scientists involved in the 
project, told the Associated Press 
in a telephone interview. He said 
both the woman and her husband 
were infertile. Dr. Devroey . dec- 
lined to identify the couple or the 
donors of the egg and sperm to 
guarantee anonhnity. 


57,000 characters 

painted on fan 

PEKING (AP) — ■ An employee at 
a fen factory in eastern China has 
painted 57,000 tiny Chinese cha- 
racters on a Can, radio Peking rep- 
orted Tuesday. The broadcast said 
Jin Gang, 27, painted the one 
millimetre-square characters in 
white fok on a 40-centimetre black 
fen, copying the words from four 
ancient texts. Jin. who works at a 
fen factory in Hangzhou. 1.140 
kilometres south east of Peking, 
plans to enter the fan in a han- 
dcraft competition said Radio 
Peking, adding thattbe fan “looks 
hke stars against a bbefcsky”. 
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